Hearing Officer Meeting Minutes
January 25, 2024

A meeting of the City of Yuma Hearing Officer was held on Thursday, January 25, 2024, at City Hall Council
Chambers, One City Plaza, Yuma, Arizona.

HEARING OFFICER in attendance was Araceli Rodriguez.

CITY OF YUMA STAFF MEMBERS present included Jennifer Albers, Assistant Director of Planning;
Amelia Domby, Senior Planner; Erika Peterson, Associate Planner, Zenia Fiveash, Assistant Planner; John
LeSueur, Assistant City Attorney and Alejandro Marquez, Administrative Specialist.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez approved the minutes of January 11, 2024.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

VAR-42135-2023: This is a request by Paulo and Rocio Amador, for a variance to reduce the side yard
setback on the north side of the property from 7 feet to 0 feet and allow an accessory structure in front of
the midpoint of the primary building, for the construction of a carport in the Low Density Residential (R-1-
6) District, for the property located at 2066 S. 47" Avenue, Yuma, Arizona.

Erika Peterson, Associate Planner, summarized the staff report and recommended DENIAL.

QUESTIONS FOR STAFF

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked for clarification of the meaning of Mid-Point of the primary
building. Peterson answered the Mid-point of the building means the middle of the home. Peterson went
on to say that the Yuma City Code states that Accessory Structures were to be located behind the Mid-
point of the home and that the applicants structure is located in front of that point.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez referred to the pictures on Attachment E, then asked if the structure
above the truck the one in question. Peterson replied correct.

Jennifer Albers, Assistant Director of Planning stated that there were recent changes to the Accessory
Structure Code Amendment which previously stated that the structure was required to be 60 feet back from
the front property line, but the intent of the amendment was to make it easier for placement, and to make
sure that the Accessory Structure was subsidiary to the primary use of the home.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked for clarification if the structure violated the side yard setback
not the front side setback. Peterson answered yes, then stated Accessory Structures located within the
Low Density Residential Zoning District are permitted to be closer to the side property line, but this
particular structure was placed at zero feet right along on the side property line which is in conflict with the
side yard setback.

APPLICANT/APPLICANTS REPRESENTATIVE

Rocio Amador, 2066 S. 47 Avenue, Yuma, AZ, requested a translator so that her husband would be
able to address the Hearing Officer. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez stated that a request for a
translator should have been made prior to the hearing. Amador stated that she was under the impression
that a translator would be available during the hearing. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked Amador
if she could translate for her husband.
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Amador replied no, because it would be difficult to listen and translate and keep up with the conversation
and then requested to postpone the meeting until one is provided. John LeSueur, Assistant City
Attorney, since there is not a translator available at this time the meeting can be postponed. Hearing
Officer Araceli Rodriguez agreed, unless staff wanted to temporarily adjourn the meeting to locate an
available translator. Albers stated that there was not a Certified Translator available at this time, and then
recommended that the hearing be postponed. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked was there any
type of written material to request a translator available to provide to the applicant. LeSueur referred to
the statement on the bottom of the agenda that states, an applicant can request reasonable
accommodation for participation in City Programs but was not sure if there was any other information
available. Albers then stated staff would deliver the appropriate information to the applicant before the
next hearing.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez continued case VAR-42135-2023 to the next Hearing Officer meeting
of February 8, 2024.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 9:41 a.m.

1%

Minutes approved and signed this g day of T’éb \.9/7_3202

ﬁearing Officer
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