Hearing Officer Meeting Minutes
February 8, 2024

A meeting of the City of Yuma Hearing Officer was held on Thursday, February 8, 2024, at City Hall Council
Chambers, One City Plaza, Yuma, Arizona.

HEARING OFFICER in attendance was Araceli Rodriguez.

CITY OF YUMA STAFF MEMBERS present included Alyssa Linville, Director of Planning and
Neighborhood Services; Jennifer Albers, Assistant Director of Planning; Amelia Domby, Senior Planner;
Erika Peterson, Associate Planner, Zenia Fiveash, Assistant Planner; Meredith Burns, Assistant Planner;
John LeSueur, Assistant City Attorney; Alejandro Marquez, Administrative Specialist and Lizbeth
Sanchez, Administrative Specialist.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez approved the minutes of January 25, 2024.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

VAR-42135-2023: This is a request by Paulo and Rocio Amador, for a variance to reduce the side yard
setback on the north side of the property from 7 feet to O feet and allow an accessory structure in front of
the midpoint of the primary building, for the construction of a carport in the Low Density Residential (R-1-
6) District, for the property located at 2066 S. 47" Avenue, Yuma, Arizona.

Erika Peterson, Associate Planner, summarized the staff report and recommended DENIAL.

QUESTIONS FOR STAFF

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked if the variance was denied what would be the next step in the
process. Peterson replied Code Enforcement would request that the property owner remove the structure.
Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez then asked how much time would the applicant have to comply.
Peterson answered one week to a month.

APPLICANT/APPLICANTS REPRESENTATIVE
Paulo Amador, 2066 S. 47" Avenue, Yuma, AZ, stated that he had spoken to staff about the structure,
and was told that if the structure did not have a solid ceiling, he would not need a permit.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked if there was any discussion about the structure with staff, and
if an application had ever been submitted prior to construction. Amador stated he was not informed that a
permit would be needed. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked if the applicant had built the structure.
Amador replied no, a friend had built it for him.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

DECISION Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez granted the variance, subject to the Conditions of Approval
in Attachment A, finding that the four criteria of Yuma City Code §154-03.04(D)(1) had been met.
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VAR-42188-2023: This is a request by Antonio De Anda, on behalf of Siphon Holdings LLC, for a Variance
to reduce the minimum side yard setback from 7’ to 3’ 5” in the High Density Residential (R-3) District for
the property located at 112 S. Avenue B, Yuma, AZ.

Amelia Domby, Senior Planner, summarized the staff report and recommended DENIAL.

QUESTIONS FOR STAFF

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked if the lot to the north was not owned by the applicant. Domby
replied correct. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez then asked what the setback was for the north side of
the proposed project. Domby answered ten feet seven inches. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked
for clarification on the existing setback between lot twenty-five and lot twenty-six was 3.5 feet less than the
required setback. Domby replied yes.

APPLICANT/APPLICANTS REPRESENTATIVE

Jesse Haines, 2260 E. 16" Street, Yuma, AZ, stated that the intention was to follow all the City’s
regulations, but an error was made during construction, and that if the application was denied it would be
very costly to fix the issue. Haines referred to the site photo on Attachment F of the staff report, and then
explained what it would take to fix the issue.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked if the picture was looking west between lots twenty-five and
twenty-six. Haines answered yes. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez then asked for clarification of the
distance between the two structures. Haines answered that there should be a fourteen-foot separation in
between the two structures but it currently sits at ten feet seven inches. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez
then asked if the setback was currently seven feet from the middle. Haines replied correct. Hearing Officer
Araceli Rodriguez then asked if Haines was part owner of Siphon Holding LLC. Haines said yes. Hearing
Officer Araceli Rodriguez asked if both units were located on lot twenty-five. Haines replied yes, and
there would two units on each parcel. Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez then asked if there would be
two units located on each concrete pad. Haines answered yes.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

DECISION
Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez granted the variance, subject to the Conditions of Approval in
Attachment A, finding that the four criteria of Yuma City Code §154-03.04(D)(1) had been met.

Hearing Officer Araceli Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 9:46 a.m.

4N
Minutes approved and signed this \ ( day of P? 2024.
“Heafing Officer
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