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) Purpose & Mission

) Kayaking on the Colorado River

The purpose of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan is to provide an overall framework
for translating the community’s needs and desires into a specific strategy for park and
recreation development. The allocation of land and the development of facilities are
crucial for the future of Yuma. Park, recreation, and specialized facilities create a system
to provide recreational and cultural opportunities for all of our citizens. An effective Park
System (as the collection of all facilities will subsequently be referred to in this document)
contributes fo the physical and aesthetic qualities of the City; therefore, a productive and
well-planned park system will serve the needs of the citizens, enhance the well-being and
pride of the community, create a sense of place, and offer a variety of opportunities for
both active and passive forms of recreation and cultural activities.

The Mission of Parks & Recreation

Enriching lives through quality
programs, experiences, and facilities
that preserve the past, provide for
the present, plan for the future and
promote the spirit of fun.

City of Yuma Parks & Recreation

A

Parks & Recreation Group Photo 2015
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The Parks & Recreation Department

The Parks and Recreation Department
provides opportunities for learning and life
experiences that enhance the physical,
social, cultural, and environmental well-
being of the community. The department
serves a diverse cross-section of citizens and
visitors through the provision of programs,
services, and facilities that encourage the
development of positive, lasting value
systems, and self-esteem.

The department consists of the following
areas:

Administration

Arts & Culture

Desert Hills Golf Courses
Urban Forestry

Parks Maintenance
Recreation

Yuma Civic Center

All of these areas reflect the Department’s
efforts to continually confribute to the
quality of life enjoyed by the citizens of
Yuma.



K¥1 Document Overview

Document Background

This plan is an update to the previous
Parks & Recreation Facility Plan adopted
in 2006. Many of the facilities outlined
in the 2006 plan have been built and the
recommendations of this plan intend to
build on those successes.

This plan is one component in a broader
system of long-term planning documents,
the principal of which is the General
Plan.  Arizona state law requires that
each city adopt a comprehensive, long-
range General Plan to guide physical
development within  the community.
The General Plan is infended to provide
guidance for actions to be taken in the
next ten to twenty years and must be
updated at least every ten years. Yuma'’s
most recent General Plan was adopted
in 2012. It includes a summary of the
Parks & Recreation Facility Plan, and will
be updated to reflect the conclusions
and recommendations laid out in this
document.

In addition to the General Plan, this
document references and  informs
other long-range planning documents,
including: the Bicycle Facilities Master
Plan, the Capital Improvement Program,
and development fees documents. The
Bicycle Facilities Master Plan was adopted
in 2009 and outlines the vision for an
extensive network of bike paths and
facilities throughout the city. Because
Yuma has this separate, dedicated plan
that guides bike facilities, bikeways are
generally not addressed in this plan
although there is a clear link between
biking, parks, and recreation. The Parks &
Recreation Department feels strongly that
the Park System would be well served by
an inferconnected network of bikeways,
but the construction and maintenance of
these bikeways often fallunder the purview
of the Public Works Department.

The Capital Improvement Program
(CIP) is the City's financial plan for
the improvement and construction of
municipal infrastructure.  This Parks &

Recreatfion Master Plan directly informs
decisions regarding which parks and
recreation facilities are included in the
CIP. The long-range vision presented in
Section 4 of this document outlines specific
projects that should be included in the CIP.
The CIP is updated on an annual basis and
reflects the most current priorities of the
City Council, Administration, and residents.

The final layer of influence of this Plan
relates to development fees. This plan
serves to identify potential parks eligible to
be funded by development fees, as shown
in the City's Infrastructure Improvement
Plan.

Planning Area

The City limits encompasses 77,265 acres
and a population of nearly 100,000. The
focus area for this document, shown
in red in Map 1-1 exfends beyond the
city limits of the City of Yuma, to include
the most densely populated areas and
those areas anticipated fo see the most
development in the coming years. When
the southern portions of the City develop
in the future, the plan should be updated
fo reflect the population and ifs needs.

___________________________________________

Map 1-1: City Boundaries

I 1 Focus Area
[] City Limits

City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT 3




4 City of Yuma, AZ |

It is important to note that Yuma’'s park
system is significantly impacted by the
population of the unincorporated area
of Yuma County and the communities of
Wellton, AZ, Somerton, AZ, Winterhaven,
CA, and San Luis, AZ. Our neighboring
communities do not offer the range of
parks, recreation, and specialized facilities,
nor the organized recreation and cultural
activities that the City offers. Therefore, it
is important, in some instances, to consider
the additional impact on City facilities due
fo the expanded service population base.

Document Organization
This Plan contains four main sections, as
follows:

* Existing Facilities

This section gives a brief history of parks
and recreation in Yuma, includes an
analysis of the current community
demographics and population trends,
and is followed by a summary of the 2015
Inventory of Existing Facilities, a separate
document available for download on
the City of Yuma website.

Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016

| DRAFT

Level of Service Analysis

The second section identifies deficiencies
and surpluses in the current facilities.
It also analyzes the current level of
service provided by the City of Yuma
as compared to what other cities offer.
Analysis takes a three-fold approach:
public input, internal analysis of facility
usage, and national benchmarking.

Long Range Vision

This section outlines the goals, objectives,
and vision for the parks system in the
years to come. This section includes the
Long Range Vision Map that illustrates
the envisioned park system, as well as
detailed information on proposed new
facilities. This Vision Map is also shown on
the following page.

Implementation Plan

The last section focuses on how to
implement the vision for the park system.
Each proposed project is prioritized
and a phasing plan is recommended.
Additionally, an overview of current
funding sourcesis outlined and alternative
sources identified.

Youth Flag Football at Ray Kroc Complex



Goals of the Long Range Vision

Thorough analysis of the existing park system, service levels, and community
frends combine to create the long range vision for Yuma's Parks and
Recreation Department. The vision is expressed two-fold: through the goals
listed here and through the map on the following page.

Goal #1: Connectivity

Improve connectivity between parks to achieve a walkable,
inferconnected park and recreation system to serve the entire
community.

Re

® Goal #2: Accessibility
)' '( Ensure that the parks and recreation system is available,
accessible, and safe to best serve the needs of Yuma'’s diverse
population.

Goal #3: Partnerships
Encourage partnerships to improve and broaden the park and
recreation system.

Sy
]
-

Goal #4: Environment & Conservation

When possible, use the park and recreation system to achieve
goals and objectives of the Conservation, Environmental, and
Energy Element of the General Plan.

»

Goal #5: History, Art, & Culture

Support the development and preservation of unique facilities
which reflect and celebrate the cultural, artistic, and historic
integrity of Yuma.

Q,

Goal #6: Health & Wellness

Encourage and improve healthy lifestyle choices and
opportunities for Yuma residents and visitors through park facilities
and programs.

@

Goal #7: Thoughtful & Responsive Future
Development

Contfinue to expand and improve the parks and recreation
system in response to changes in population and as needs of the
community shift.

e
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IE] Long Range Vision

S

L1 1]

Y2y, "

“““~ °

4 EH:H:LLUHE

s
JOEHENRY

PARK COMPL

®

o LT

ssse %ﬂuu
p
—

il

ig

D “‘

L1113
T

YE-€
=r—m

L
E-

T
=
= =

} 12T

== &

M=

%h \;JEJ PARK

-
1

54¥

Tl

| |
K
32
IRERI
EiE
Ei=

:QE
i

REGIONAL »
PARK

=

B
3
»
»
3
>
3
3
(-
P
3
e

=

—

V.

55

3
3
&
ry
P
| 4
»
B
P
P
ENNNNNNERENNEREND fw

i

6 City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT



=
&
By
A
o
Q
£
<
]
>
<
& AR S
i
“|l||lql‘lllllllllll|l|l|l|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllIIIIIIIllIIIIIIIIIllllllI)
(
q“‘ :
LLLLLLLELLELEL LU LELETT L LS s :
% & :
- & |
. &
% G '
< ‘$‘ i
%, o I
'."lllIlIlllllllllllllllllllll“ :
$
¥
| w
in 2 ~ ® S 2
w w g w w L
=l = > > =
z z = z z
w w - w w w
> > > > > o
« < « < < %
4
HWY 95 e At L L BT $ssssessssssssssscsssissanssss
|
1
I
:
III"""’ :
", of
; oy, R “""“"I"lt Rl okt ‘s“’
e, (/7 \‘ 1 ' o
R lnnu","' :‘Yuma = + ARIZONA WEST ?R N ";,' . é“
=V ‘l"' & (Readiness @ { %, & ?
g, 'O' & Center; .C 0 I_ I_ E G F_ . "“|" ‘¢ S
ST AV § S PR Ot GTesseestte ~essce ) -
5o N : KO !
U
= =
0, L A ALY q® L) &
n," ':ln,v,",L,L,;:‘II\nl Pk~ Desert Ridge ‘\I“‘“\‘ |
e ar] () 134 ¢
"", -l @ X\ ieed 4 28LH<STc= soned
4, | oL 3 !
O" | “\‘ 3\® o B
*,, | b
4y, ! R\ )22 !
'ﬂuuuuuul||||||||||unnnnnnnnnnn||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||u,,,' 4ot -
i A 1
. T T 1 ; e T e =
I 1 I,‘ I(
’ ; 4 i
1 { &
: o173 } v s
| R ¥ * pd
| - :
+ Lot I * £
} § : ¥ z
i - 'y e
]
: ¥ < 2
§ | i 4
} ¢ 1 +
} ¢ & 2 -
_______ ﬂﬁﬁf7___4______49;4_5#4_____1,____4_____”_,,,,,,,,},,,,,ﬁ_"_,,ﬁ_,“_; B = @ AN A b o ssesefonbe sssee g
I o “‘\“ FUNDED PARKS & FACILITIES
| [P S Saguaro N "
w Ocotillo ‘é\“ Park @ Pacific Avenue Athletic Complex (PAAC) Phase 1
i it ) @ West Main Canal Multi-Use Path
£ H N
i I‘\“%t B PROPOSED PARKS & FACILITIES
o ;
< “‘\‘? E ©® Yuma Valley Community Park Phase 2
“s“ I 7 Q Joe Henry Optimist Center Improvements
E COUNTY-13TH{ST “Q _______ Sessssnsse | © Yuma Readiness Center Air-Conditioning
: “\\ o Riverside Park Expansion
,;I\\“‘ @ Archery Range
c“ > LEGEND @ West Wetlands Park Lower Bench
1 . . .
‘3\‘ ¢ @ Trail Connection to Paradise Cove
“‘\“ ': Existing Parks Proposed Parks @ Yuma Art Center Technology Updates
: . .
> i Stewart Vincent Wolfe Playground Expansion
s : @ Existing Linear Parks munen T’Srggl’ct)steodwhlg_e}(en;;?rks m Y9 P
5 : @ West Wetlands Park Upper Bench
E COUNTY T4TH ST+ sssssssecces i ©® e Existing Bikeways Proposed Linear Parks ® East Wetlands Park Improvements
< . .
$ (Long Term) @ Smucker Memorial Park Capacity Improvements
S“ Proposed Bikeways @ Sunrise Optimist Park Expansion
& _ Proposed Nodes at @ North Mesa Community Park
BEERERERRRRERRERRREREY - EXISI"‘Q Retention ® South Mesa Community Park
asins . .
° 172 1 2 @ Aqua Viva Water Treatment Facility Urban Lake Park
$ ® Jackrabbit Pass Park
MILES € Historic Yuma Theatre Expansion

City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT 7






EXISTING FACILITIES

m Yuma's Heritage & Natural Resources page 10
m Community Trends page 12
Overview

Population Growth & Characteristics
Housing Trends & Development Patterns
Recreation Culture & Trends

m Inventory of Existing Facilities & Programs page 20
Overview
Parks Facilities
Recreation Facilities
Recreation Programs & Special Events
Alternative Service Providers
Undeveloped Land Owned by the City



The City of Yuma was first established as
“Arizona City” in 1871, and was renamed
in 1873. It is the county seat of Yuma
County and is currently the 11th largest city
in the state of Arizona, the largest outside
the metro areas of Phoenix and Tucson.
Located in and around the valley of the
Colorado River, Yuma enjoys fertile soil
and a warm climate suited for agriculture,
which makes up a large part of Yuma's
economy. Yuma's sunny skies also attract
many military operations and tourists in
the winter months -- the other two major
economic sectors in Yuma today.

The City of Yuma has a long and distinctive
history of various people and groups
occupying or moving through the areq,
from the Native American fribes who first
inhabited the area, to Spanish explorers
in the 1540s, to fortune hunters crossing
the Colorado River during the gold rush
of 1849. As the United States expanded
westward, many frails traversed this key
river transportation community since it
was one of the few places where the
Colorado River could be forded. Groups
that traveled through the Yuma area
included: the Army of the West; the Forty-
Niners; Nafive Americans on pilgrimage
to Picacho Peak and Spirit Mountain; de
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A1 Yuma's Heritage & Natural Resources

Anza; and Fathers Kino and Garces. Trails
info the Yuma area generally followed
the Gila and Colorado Rivers, as well as
the upper edge of the mesa overlooking
the Gila Valley. The general locations of
these routes are shown in Map 2-1: Historic
Routes through Yuma. Yuma residents can
now Visit a number of historic sites to learn
about the rich heritage, including many
sites maintained by the Parks & Recreation
Department or the Yuma Crossing National
Heritage Areaincluding: the Yuma Crossing
State Historic Park, the Historic Yuma
Theater, the Territorial Prison State Park, as
well as the historic downtown district.

Proximity to the Colorado River, the
lifeblood of the community, also provides
a variety of outdoor activities for local
residents; including boating, fishing, tubing,
and swimming. The East Wetlands Park
offers over five miles of trails for people to
access the natural habitat that is home
to over 330 species of birds and wildlife.
The mountains surrounding the city also
provide opportunities for residents to enjoy
the flora and fauna of the area. Hiking,
camping, birding, hunting, rockhounding
or prospecting, and ATV trails abound in
the hills and desert areas on the outskirts of
tfown.



View of the Gila Momoins from the East Wetlands
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E¥] Community Trends

In the preparation of this plan, demographic datawasreviewed and analyzed o determine
impacts on parks and recreation needs and priorities, including:

1) Population Growth & Characteristics
2) Housing Trends & Development Patterns
3) Recreation Culture & Trends

The most recent data was used, including: 2010 U.S. Census data, 2009-2013 American
Community Survey data, population projections from the Arizona Department of
Administration (ADOA), YumaStats Economic Reporters’ Estimate of Winter Visitors, and
ESRI Tapestry Data. The ADOA collects and reviews data directly from City sources,
including building permits, to achieve the most accurate estimations of current population.
YumaStats compiles data from numerous local sources to present the most accurate
data available on the winter visitor market. Information regarding recreation culture and
frends was gleaned from the Physical Activity Council’s 2015 Participation Report and the
National Recreation & Park Association’s 2015 Field Report. Information regarding local
frends came directly from Parks & Recreation staff.

Population Growth & Characteristics

Population Growth

According fo the 2010 U.S. Census, the (ADOA) Population Estimate Program

population of the City of Yuma was 93,064.
From 2000 fo 2010, the City experienced
an average annual growth rate of 1.85%,
with a total gain of 15,549 people. Most of
the growth occurred in the first part of that
decade (2.75% average annual growth),
while the Recession lead to a much slower
growth rate in the later part of the decade
(0.5% average annual growth). Data from
the Arizona Department of Administration

estimated the 2015 population at 97,543
people. The 2025 population is projected
toreach 114,085. See Table 2-1: Population
Growth for more detfailed numbers.
These projections will help the Parks and
Recreation Department plan for the needs
of the community over the next 5, 10, and
15-year planning periods and fo ensure
an appropriate level of service is met as
population numbers increase.

Table 2-1: Projected Population Growth

140,000

130,000

120,000

133,431

123,379

110,000

114,085

100.000 105,490
90,000 -
80,000
70,000 +—77,515
60,000 t t t t t t t t
2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035
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Population Characteristics

Race & Ethnicity

Yuma is a predominately Hispanic and
white community, with small populations
of African-Americans, Asians, and mulfi-
race persons, as compared with the State
of Arizona and the United States. When
looking specifically af ethnicity, Yuma
has experienced significant growth in the
Hispanic and Latino population in the
past years; reference Table 2-2 for more
detailed numbers. This increase is seen
most substantially in the percentages of
school age children; nearly two-thirds of
whom are now Hispanic.

Table 2-2: Hispanic or Latino Ethnicity

2000 2010
ETHNICITY COUNTS % OFTOTAL [ COUNTS % OF TOTAL
Hispanic or
Latino Origin 36,796 | 46.05% | 51,033 | 54.84%

Non-Hispanic
or Latino

43,116 | 53.95% | 42,031 | 45.16%

SOURCE: 2000 Census, 2010 Census, CensusViewer.com

Age

Accordingto 2010 Census data, the median
age in Yuma was 31.3 years old. The age
distribution of Yuma closely resembles that
of the State of Arizona, with a slight skew to
a younger than average population. The
percentage of the population in the 12-24
years old range is about 2% higher than
state and national averages, which can be
accounted for partly by the presense of two
large military bases in the area. The higher
percentages of young adulis is correlated
with a lower than average percentage of
middle-age adults in the 45-64 years old
range. Young adults are often active in
organized sports teams, thus creating a
need for sports fields and courts.

Census data does not accurately represent
Yuma’'s winter population, due to the
large number of leisure visitors and farm
workers who might not claim Yuma as their
permanent residence, but who spend
winter months here. Winter visitors are
analyzed in more detail later in this section.

Income

From 2009-2013, Yuma's median household
income of $44,220, as reported by the
American  Community  Survey,  was
consistently lower than that of the State
of Arizona and the U.S. in general. While
the median household income is lower
than average, the number of persons
below the poverty level is lower than state
averages, indicating an affordable cost of
living in the Yuma area. As compared to
Yuma County, City residents enjoy a higher
median household income and fewer
people live below the poverty line.

Mode of Commute

Like most suburban communities, a large
maijority (76.6%) of working Yuma residents
commute fo work by car, driving alone.
Over 13% reported carpooling, another 4%
walk, and 3% work from home. Less than
one percent bicycle or use mass fransit.
Yuma residents enjoy a relatively short
average commute time of only 16 minutes.

The City confinues to focus on the
development of bikeways, trails, sidewalks,
as well as a transit system, in part as an
alternative mode of transportation to cars.
The community benefitsof such an alternate
system include an increase in health
and fitness, financial savings, reduced
roadway maintenance costs, as well as
a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.
The City has a separate Bicycle Facilities
Master Plan (available for download on
the City website) and is actively working
tfoward creating an inferconnected system
of safe bikeways that wil encourage

S0TBO8S & |

. CARSE Asis Fates

Tunes & Tacos Festival
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commuters to bike to work.  Citizens
benefit from parks and recreation areas
that are inferconnected via frails and
paths to create an environment friendly to
pedestrians and cyclists alike.

Household Types

Nearly 75% of households in Yuma are
classified as family households, with the
remaining 25% classified as non-family
households.  Over 50% of the family
households are comprised of married
couples, 27% of which have children under
the age of 18. In total, nearly 44% of the
households have children under the age
of 18, much higher than both the state
average of 32% and the national average
of 33%. Family events and programs
continue to be animportant service offered
by the Parks & Recreation Department.

Winter Visitors

As mentioned previously, Yuma's mild
climate and sunny weather attract many
visitors throughout the winter months. The
population peaks in January and February,
with the highest population in February.
County-wide, the population grows on
average 46% during the winter; in 2013 this
meant an increase from about 200,000
residents to nearly 295,000 residents.

Seasonal visitors are comprised of two
groups: leisure visitors and seasonal workers.

14 City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT

Yuma River Daze Concert

Of the seasonal visitors, approximately 80%
are made up of transient leisure visitors
(including hotel guests) and approximately
20% are fransient farm or non-farm workers
and theirfamilies. In addition to hotels, there
are several non-standard housing types (RV
parks, manufactured housing parks, and
farm worker housing) to accommodate
these visitors. Most of the leisure visitors
come from Washington, Oregon, and
Canada. The typical age of leisure visitors is
65-70, but has shown an upward trend over
the past ten years to the current average
of 70.3 years old. In the past few years, the
percentage of winter visitors to full-time
residents has been shrinking.

The Parks & Recreation Department
currently provides many events and
programs for the winter visitor population.
Tourism is expected to continue to be an
important part of Yuma's economy and
the needs of the visitors must be considered
going forward. The seasonal senior
population enjoys biking, golf, pickleball,
and arts & culture events and programs.



Housing Trends & Development Patterns

Analysis of housing and development
frends helps determine where growth has
and is expected to occur, thus identifying
future parks and recreation needs and
where new services might need to be
located.

Housing

Yuma experienced a housing boom
between 2000 and 2008, with an increase
in the number of housing units that,
according to 2013 data, accounted for
over 20% of the total housing stock. Since
the recession, this growth decreased
significantly, but is now regaining strength,
with residential building permits in 2015
up 25% over 2014. According to the 2013
American Community Survey, single-family
homes comprise the greatest percentage
of units within the community (54.5%) with
mobile homes making up the next largest
confingent (19%). The high percentage
of mobile home units is due, in part, to the

high number of winter visitors. Of the fotal
housing units, 80% were occupied and
20% unoccupied. Nearly two-thirds of the
unoccupied units were deemed to be for
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.
The average household size is 2.86 persons,
which is a useful number for estimating the
density of new development, and therefore
the future need for parks.

Development Patterns

Residential Development

Residential development over recent
years can be characterized as single-
family suburban at the fringe of the
developed areas of town -- mainly
agricultural  land converted info low
density residential.  Growth is limited to
the north by the Colorado River and
Quechan and Cocopah Tribe lands and
limited in the center of the incorporated
area by the presence of the airport and

1 . YUMA INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT
&

AIR STATION YUMAS

MARINE CORPS. .

Map 2-2: Recent & Anticipated Residential Development

Existing Parks
i::j Growth Areas designated in General Plan
Airport Overlay District (restricts residential)
. Recent Development (past 10 years)
Current Development (under construction)
Development Likely (next 5 years)

Potential Development (long term)

ARIZONA WESTERN
COLLEGE
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corresponding  Airport  District  Overlay
Zone that restricts residential uses around
the airport (indicated in Map 2-2 with gray
dofted lines). Based on recent building
permits, approved subdivision plafs,
subdivision applications, and annexation
requests and applications, future
development is anticipated to continue
in a similar expanding pattern, primarily on
greenfield land.

Provision of Neighborhood Parks

In the past, the City of Yuma has
encouraged adequate neighborhood
parks in newly developed areas by
recommending that developers
consolidate required stormwater retention
areas into one in order to dually serve as
parks. Under this system, the developer
typically pays for the installation of the
park, including hardscape and landscape
elements, as well as a fee to the City equal
to three years of estimated maintenance
costs. Parks has acquired six neighborhood
parks in this way over the last two decades.

Retention is required for streetfs within a
new development as well as for smaller
residential lots. The City of Yuma Code of
OrdinancesTitle 19, Chapter 192 states that
the “miniumum loft size for on-site retention
shall be 8,000 square feet.” Therefore,
any residential subdivision with lots smaller

16 City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT

Two Neighborhood Parks built by developers: Ocotillo Park (top) a

than 8,000 square feet must provide off-
site retention collection areas. In the past,
retention areas were provided as small
parcels throughout the subdivision that
often did not serve as usable park space.
The consolidation strategy not only provides
parks, but also eases the maintenance
burden since crews only have to maintain
one site instead of several small ones. The
Parks & Recreation Department’s standards
require that neighborhood parks be at least
5 acres in size to ensure ample acreage for
level turf area for sports play. See more
specific guidelinesregarding neighborhood
parks in the following section.

Growth & Redevelopment Areas

The 2012 General Plan identified several
Growth Areas which are zoned to allow high
density and more intense land uses, and
are located near existing or planned public
facilities and services. These Growth Areas
are outlined with red dashed lines on Map
2-3. Most of these areas are well served
by a variety of parks, with one exception:
the Growth Area to the east, designated
as Araby Road from 24th to 32nd Streets.
This area currently has limited parks and
recreation facilities, with the exception
of four neighborhood parks (built by
developers and subsequently maintained
by the Parks & Recreation Department,
following the pattern mentioned previously)



and one joint-use community center, the
Yuma Readiness Center. This area is also
expected to see some of the most infense
residential development in the years to
come, further exacerbating the issue.
When considering future location of parks,
athletic fields and trails, this scarcity should
be considered.

The 2012 General Plan also identified
multiple areas in the heart of town as
Redevelopment Areas. Of the sixteen
areas identified, specific revitalization plans
have been developed that address six of
these areas: Old Town Riverfront, Historic
North End, 4th Avenue, 16th Street, Central
Yuma, and South Arizona Avenue. Most
recently, a revitalization plan for the Mesa
Heights Neighborhood was adopted in
2015 and aredevelopment plan for the 4th
Avenue and 16th Street Area was adopted
in 2013. Since the late 1990s, the Yuma
Crossing National Heritage Area team has
continued to have success in their efforts
to revitalize the downtown and riverfront
areas. As the City continues to implement
strategies to encourage reinvestment in
and redevelopment of these and other
identified areas, the need for parks and
recreation facilities can be expected to
increase as well.

Recreation Culture & Trends

Nationwide Trends

Across the counfry, parficipation in
individual sports has declined in recent
years while interest in team and fitness
sports hasincreased, according to the 2015
Physical Activity Council Report. Children
born since 2000 (Gen Z) dominate team
sports while Millennials and Gen X groups
maintain inferest in fitness sports. Across
all age groups, people show a strong
inferest in swimming for fitness, camping,
and hiking. Overall, inactivity confinues to
gradually increase, with approximately 28%
of the population considered completely
inactive. The sharpest increase in inactivity
since the prior year was found in the 65+
age group.

Nationwide Trends

In recent vyears, there has been a
nationwide tfrend toward walkable, mixed-
use communifies. Data show a disfinct
shift: young people and empty-nesters
alike prefer to live in vibrant, walkable
downtown environments over suburban
ones. Businesses are also choosing to
relocate to pedestrian-friendly locations,
in part as a strategy to attract the best
employees. Current development in Yuma
is not yet following these patterns, but one
should anticipate that these principles,
popular nationwide, of downtown density
and walkability will gather momentum here
in the coming years.

In September 2015, the U.S. Surgeon
General’s office put out a call to action,
the Step It Up! campaign, to encourage
communities to become more pedestrian
friendly -- as a matter of national health.
His warning clearly stated that suburban,
sprawling neighborhoods are hazardous
fo our health. The walkability of a
neighborhood is directly correlated with the
instances of chronic, preventable diseases.
It is imperative to provide accessible,
walkable parks to all residents, in order to
encourage healthy habits.

According to the Washington Post and other
news sources, the most popular trends in
fitness include body-weight training, digital
workout fracking devices and technology,
and specialty fitness classes such as cycling,
CrossFit, ZUMBA, efc. In today’s digital
world, citizens appreciate and benefit from
access to online mayps of parks, trails, and
bikeways and mobile apps.

Nationwide, the responsibilities of parks
and recreatfion departments continue to
increase to include performing non-park
management and maintenance functions
-- namely, the management of tourism-
generating facilities and events.  The
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National Recreation and Park Associafion’s
2015 Field Report identifies this as one of the
greatest opportunities for forward-thinking
parks and recreation leaders as a way fo
bring tremendous economic growth and
revenues to an area.

Local Trends

The warm, sunny climate and impressive
landscape make outdoor activities such
as hiking, camping, hunting, boating, and
biking eternally popular here in Yuma.
There has been an increased interest in
archery, which is not surprising considering
the Western culture of shooting and gun
ownership.

Golf, once a top sport in the area, has
experienced a decline in participation in
recent years, mainly due to the expenses
related to play and equipment. Inresponse
to this, the Parks & Recreation Department
installed a foot golf course in one of the
City-owned golf courses. Foot golf, ablend
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Cyclists enjoying fhe pofhways Through Gcﬁewoy Park

of golf and soccer, appeals to families, is
more affordable than traditional golf, and
can be installed on existing courses without
disrupting the layout or usability of the golf
course.

Pickleball, a sport that combines elements
of tennis, badminton, and ping-pong, has
become extremely popular among seniors
and is particularly popular in the winter
months when the seasonal visitors are in
fown. In 2015, a pickleball tournament
drew a crowd of over 3,000 people.

Basketball and soccer remain popular
sports  with school-age children, while
softball is extremely popular among adults,
with adult leagues playing year-round.
The Pacific Avenue Athletic Complex,
expected to be complete in 2017, will offer
six softball fields capable of hosting large
tfournaments for both youth and adults and
capable of hosting a variety of special
events, drawing many out-of-town people
to Yuma for these weekend events.



In recent years, Yuma has seen a steadily
increasing interest in biking, both for
fitness and as an alternafive mode of
fransportation. The City has a network of
on- and off-street bikeways to provide safe
routes for cyclists, and efforts fo improve
and expand this system benefit citizens -
adults and children alike.

Youth Archery Class

KEY POINTS

Community Trends
e Continue to preserve Yuma's natural ¢ As new residential development continues
resources and celebrate the area’s rich on the east side of town, the need for parks
history through the extension of the network facilities will also increase.

of trails along the Colorado River, canals,
and parks throughout town. Improve

If national trends toward downtown infill

interpretive signage fo help residents and development take hold in Yuma, one
visitors alike appreciate Yuma's heritage. would expect to see a shift in development
tfowards downtown and the need for more
e Consider the needs and interests of parks facilities to serve a higher density
the growing Hispanic population when populafion downtown.
determining new recreational programs,
activifies, and services. * As a maftter of national health, there is a
need to encourage safe walkable and bike-
e Continue to provide activities for seniors able park spaces that are interconnected.

and seasonal visitors. As the stafistically
most inactive portion of the population,

As tfrends in recreation evolve, there will be

consider increasing programs and activities a need for new types of facilities, including
that encourage seniors to be physically but not limited to archery ranges, pickleball
active, in addition to the valuable arts and courts, alternatives to golf, and the potential
culture events offered now. for management of tourism-generating

facilities and events.
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EX] Inventory of Existing Facilities & Programs

The City of Yuma provides a variety of parks, recreation, and cultural activities for its citizens.
An inventory of these facilities allows the City to assess the existing condition of the Parks
System and create a basis forimprovements, allowing for future planning and expansion of
that system. A comprehensive inventory was conducted from November 2014 to February
2015 and was compiled in the 2015 Parks & Recreation Facilities Inventory, available for
download on the City website. The Inventory document includes a description of each
existing park, recreation facility and specialized facility; images and location mayps for
each site; detailed information concerning park assets; and recommendations on needed
improvements. Key metrics gleaned from the inventory are summarized in Table 2-3 and
a map of existing facilities is shown in Map 2-3 on the following page. Numbering shown
throughout this section correlates to Map 2-3 and asterisks indicate joint-use facilities.

Parks & Recreation Facilities Inventory

Table 2-3: Summary of Existing Facilities

TOTAL ACREAGE 1,085 acres

TOTAL EVENT SPACE 115,332 SF
PARK FACILITIES
Regional Parks 2
Community Parks 5
Neighborhood Parks 16
Pocket Parks 6
Open Spaces 4
Linear Parks 2
SPECIALIZED FACILITIES
Cultural Facilities 3
Historic Facilities 5
Dog Parks 1

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Athletic Field Complexes 12

Recreation Centers 5
Aqguatic Centers 1
Community Pools 3
Golf Courses 2

NOTE: Includes Joint-Use Facilities, does not include the
PAAC, which is anticipated to open in 2017.
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The City of Yuma classifies its facilities in
three different categories:

Park Facilities

Parks are not only recreation spaces they
arecommunity places. Parks are composed
of trees, grass, open play areas and have
clearly defined geographic locations and
boundaries. The City parks are classified
by the following categories: Regional
Parks; Community Parks; Neighborhood
Parks; Pocket Parks, Paths, Trails, and Linear
Parks; and Open Space. The classifications
differ by size, service area, and purpose.
A service area is the geographic region
infended to be served by the park facility,
specifically, where the primary users of a
specific park reside. Natural or man-made
barriers, such as canals, can physically
impede a person’s convenient access o
park facilities, which in turn may affect the
service areas.

Specialized Facilities

Specialized facilities include  cultural
facilities, historic facilities, dog parks, and
joint-use facilities.

Recreational Facilities

Recreational facilities are those facilities
with a specific focus on sports play. These
can be stand-alone facilities, or found
within parks fo enhance the natural
features of the park and are the primary
reason why many people will use if.
The following recreational facilities are
identified in this inventory: tennis courts,
softfball diamonds, baseball diamonds,
soccer fields, basketball courts, volleyball
facilities, play apparatus, exercise facilifies,
recreation centers, gymnasiums, in-line
hockey arenas, skateboard facilities and
community pools.



Park Facilities

Regional Parks

Regional Parks are characterized by
natural or ornamental areas used for
outdoor recreation such as picnicking, play
areas, boating, fishing, swimming, walking,
and golfing. All include public restrooms
and drinking fountains. The service area
for this type of park is defined by a one
hour driving time. A park of this nature will
generally service several communities. The
overall population standard for a regional
park is one for every 100,000 persons. The
park size is from 25 to 200 acres. Regional
parks may also include features that are
contfiguous to, or encompass natural
resources. The City has two regional parks,
which are comprised of many different
types of facilities:

e James P. Deyo Regional Park

Complex
¢® Friendship Park
& Civic Center
@ Caballero Park
@ Ray Kroc Baseball Complex
@ Desert Hills Golf Course
@ Desert Hills Par 3 Course

e Riverfront Regional Park
B Gateway Park
@ Riverside Park
B West Wetlands Park
€ Yuma East Wetlands
€9 Colorado River Levee Linear Park
€D Yuma Crossing State Historic Park
€) Yuma Territorial Prison State Park
@ Pacific Avenue Athletic Complex
@ Riverside Cottage

Community Parks

Community parks (formerly referred to
as area parks) are large parks that serve
a population of 25,000 and typically

encompass areas suited for intense
recreational facilities such as athletic
complexes or large swimming pools.

These parks often include areas of natural
quality or outdoor recreation for walking,
viewing, sitting, picnic areas, and other
passive activities. All include restrooms,
drinking fountains, playground apparatus,
ramadas, and adequate off-street parking.
These parks serve residents within a one fo
two mile driving distance. The park size is 15
fo 25 acres, easily accessible fo residents
within the service area, and should be
located along arterial streets, due to the
high venhicle fraffic volumes associated
with these facilities. Community parks may
also include features such as man-made
lokes and areas suited for infense park
development. The City's community parks
are:

©® Carver Park Complex
@ Sanguinetti Athletic
@ *Yuma HS Carver Track

@ Joe Henry Park Complex
@ Joe Henry Athletic
@ *Shaw Fields
©® Kennedy Memorial Park Complex
@ Keegan Athletic
@ *Kennedy Athletic
O Smucker Memorial Park

O Yuma Valley Park
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Enjoying a relaxing day at the West Wetlands pond



— 4 i =
. U]
Gl :
JOE HENRY ' ; :
PARKCOMa:EX : T LI H I
(T s !

Il

i

I} 1Te]

ég “

=
iy

I
LTL VENUE
‘IIJH ‘H‘g

[T

—

\ | Mﬁ

A
=

22 City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT



AVENUESE

HWY 95

24TH-ST

oy,
"
7
4
b

3
" <

LA N
@ Ly oy LS

40TH ST

AVENUE SE

E COUNTY 13TH ST

AVENUE 6E

v A

B

AVENUE 6E

B CANAL

ARABY RD(SRFT95)

RIVER

AVENUE 7E

DODDPD® JamesP. Deyo Regional Park
BPDDREDDDD Riverfront Regional Park
COMMUNITY OBD cCarver Park Complex
PARKS 9@@ Joe Henry Memorial Park Complex

9@@ Kennedy Memorial Park Complex
Smucker Memorial Park
Yuma Valley Park
Barkley Ranch Park
Desert Ridge Park
Joe Henry Optimist Park
Kiwanis Park
Las Casitas Park
Marcus Park
Netwest Park
Ocotillo Park
Parkway Place Park
Ponderosa Park
Saguaro Park
Sanguinetti Memorial Park
Sunrise Optimist Park
Terraces Park
Victoria Meadows Park
Winsor Rotary Park
Friendship Park
Gateway Park
Riverside Park
West Wetlands Park
Clymer Park
Jennifer Wilson Park
Hacienda Parks 1-4
Heritage Library Park
Mall Maintenance District
Winsor Basin
Yuma East Wetlands
LINEAR Colorado River Levee Linear Park
PARKS East Main Canal Linear Park

(7) SPECIALIZED FACILITIES

Yuma Civic Center

Yuma Art Center

Historic Yuma Theatre

Yuma Crossing State Historic Park
Yuma Territorial Prison State Park

NEIGHBORHOOD
PARKS

SPECIALIZED
PARKS

AVENUE 8E

POCKET
PARKS

OPEN
SPACE

A0NeBNONNNN00NNDBROB8000000
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Yuma Armed Forces Park
Roxaboxen Park

Pioneer Cemetery

Bark Park

RECREATION FACILITIES

Caballero Park

Centennial Middle School Athletic*
Cibola HS Athletic Fields*

Elena Orendain Curtis Athlefic*
Joe Henry Athletic

Keegan Athletic

Kennedy Athlefic*

Pacific Avenue Athletic Complex
**ANTICIPATED TO OPEN IN 2017**

Ray Kroc Complex
Sanguinetti Athletic

Shaw Fields*

Woodard Jr. High Fields*
Yuma HS Carver Track*

North End Community Center
Riverside Coftage

Yuma Readiness Cenfer*
Yuma Valley Aquatic Center

0068086

AVENUE BE

(2]

MILES

Desert Hills Golf Course
Desert Hills Par 3

00080 0BNRBM OBBBO66

NOTE: Facilities marked with an * indicates joint-use facilities

City of Yuma, AZ | Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2016 | DRAFT 23



Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood parks provide an area for
informal recreation activities and open
space for field games, court games, crafts,
playground apparatus, walking, jogging,
and picnics. The service area for this type
of park is within a 2-mile walking distance
and serves a population up to 6,000 people
in a neighborhood. Neighborhood parks
range from 5 to 15 acres, are required fo
have a defined shape (rafio 1.7:1 length
fo width), but are not required to have
restrooms. The desirable neighborhood
park consists of a minimum of 3 acres of
level open space for field games and
active recreational play of which at least
60% is turf. To achieve the 3 acre level
surface, neighborhood parks should be
at least 5 acres in total size. The desirable
characteristics include: (1) suitability for
active or passive recreational activities; (2)
accessibility to neighborhood populations;
and (3) geographic profection within the
neighborhood, specifically not adjacent to
arterial streets yet within safe walking and
bicycle distance.

Nafural or man-made barriers can
physically alter a person’s convenient
access fo neighborhood parks. Examples
of such barriers include bluffs, canals, and
major arterial streets. Such barriers may
require that more parks be provided in an
area than numerical standards dictate.
For example, two neighboring parks may
be needed in the same section area of
land (square mile) serving 6,000 or more
residents because a major canal or
bluff splits the section of land in half, thus
creating two distinct areas, each needing
a neighborhood park. A neighborhood
park may also be developedin conjunction
with a school facility lessening the need to
establish separate facilities within a given
neighborhood.

WA

7 Z AR

Gateway Park
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Neighborhood parks are builtin conjunction
with or by new residential developments.
The neighborhood park provides localized
open space and recreation options to
the residents of neighboring subdivisions.
New development must provide retention
basins for storm water control. These
storm water control basins offer residential
developers opportunities for development
of neighborhood parks. Neighborhood
parks can be jointly used forretention basins
where sufficient water retention/detention,
open space and amenities are provided.
Landscaping is required in storm water
control basins for erosion and dust conftrol.
Retention basins with a minimum of 3 acres
of level open grass space and located
within an identified deficient geographical
area can offer significant recreational
and open space opportunities within
neighborhoods.

O Barkley Ranch Park*

@ Desert Ridge Park*

© Joe Henry Optimist Park
O Kiwanis Park*

@ Las Casitas Park*

® Marcus Park

® Netwest Park

® Ocotillo Park*

@ Parkway Place Park*

® Ponderosa Park*

® Saguaro Park*

® Sanguinetti Memorial Park
® Sunrise Optimist Park

® Terraces Park*

@ Victoria Meadows Park*
@ Winsor Rotary Park*

*Joint-use retention basin

Specialized Parks

Parks located within larger regional parks
provide specialized services and amenifies
that set them apart from neighborhood
parks, including:

@ Friendship Park

® Gateway Park

@ Riverside Park

@ West Wetlands Park



Pocket Parks

Pocket parks are special park facilities that
serve a concenfrated or limited population
and are typically geared towards specific
groups such as tofs or senior citizens. The
service area for this type of park is less than
4 mile. The size of the park is smaller than
3 acres, and generally less than 1 acre in
size. Pocket parks are particularly effective
in high density areas that lack open green
space such as near apartment complexes.
The City of Yuma has only a small number of
pocket parks due to the limited nature for
their recreational use. The following pocket
parks currently exist in the City:

@ Clymer Park
@ Jennifer Wilson Park
@ Hacienda Parks 1-4

Open Space

Open space areas are green spaces within
the community that offer little to no specific
recreation areas or play equipment. They
are infended to be passive areas or nature
preservation areas.

@ Heritage Library Park

€@ Mall Maintenance District
& Winsor Basin

@ Yuma East Wetlands

Linear Parks & Trails

A comprehensive path, trail, and linear
park system provides an extensive network
of natural open areas, canals, and
urban paths to connect parks and other
recreation facilities. This system promotes
alternative sources of transportation. Paths,
nature trails, and urban trails are designated
routes that provide an opportunity for
walking and cycling, and need not be
intensely developed to function effectively
as a corridor connecting other park and
recreation facilities. Canal banks, rivers,
creeks, or hilly areas can be used and
developed with paths, frails, or greenway
corridors to connect areas of the City and
provide places of special interest, such as
viewsheds.

Linear parks are developed as continuous
greenway corridors, with frees, viewing
areas, rest nodes, lighting, and multi-use
paths. Linear parks may contain multi-use
paths, bike paths, pedestrian walkways,
equestrian frails, picnic areas, gardens,
and children’s play areas, or they may be
left in a natural state. To function properly,
the linear park should have a minimum of
50 feet of land width available along the
respective corridor and should be larger
when in proximity to recreational facilifies.
There are a variety of areas and corridors
in the Yuma area that are and can be
incorporated into a series of linear parks,
such as the river levee and those irrigation
canals with suitable right-of-way. Other
park facilities should be located adjacent
to linear parks to augment the linear park
system and to ensure connectivity within
the parks and recreation system. The City
has the following linear parks and paths:

@ Colorado River Levee Linear Park
(3.5 miles)

@ East Main Canal Linear Park
(5 miles)

Extensive paths are also available at the
Yuma East Wetlands, totaling over 3 miles.

Addifionally, the City has an extensive
network of well-identified bikeways
(on-street and off-street) that provide
a connection between  residential,
commercial, and public spaces for cyclists.
Refer to the Bicycle Facilities Master Plan
(available for download on the City
website) for more information.

Yuma East Wetlands Trail
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Specialized Facilities

Cultural Facilities

Cultural facilities have unique
characteristics or qualities that serve the
community, region, and/or nation. These
facilities may support: arts and cultural
events, performing arts, assemblages
or large social gatherings, museums,
education or advanced training classes, or
other unique opportunities for recreation.
Cultural facilities are classified as Cultural
Centers, Community Performance
Theaters, Regional Performing  Arfs
Facilities, and Visual Arts Facilities. Facilities
for such activities may be developed
in cooperative or joint agreements with
public agencies. The following are the

k]

The Yuma Art Center
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The Historic Yuma Tr;eofre & Yuma Art Center

cultural facilities presently available in
Yuma and managed by the City Parks &
Recreation Department:

& Yuma Civic Center
@ Yuma Art Center
@ Historic Yuma Theatre

The City of Yuma also owns the building at
270 South Main Street, near the Art Center.
This facility was purchased in anticipation
of future expansion of the Art Center, but
until such time it is being rented to a private
entity.  The City of Yuma maintains an
infergovernmental agreement with Yuma
Union High School District 70 (for Gila Ridge
HS, Cibola HS, Yuma HS, and Kofa HS) that
includes the use of auditorium and stage
facilities. The City does not manage these
sites and therefore the facilities are not
included in the Inventory. These facilities
are not regularly, and rarely, programmed
for Parks & Recreation events. Additionally,
the Arizona Western College (AWC)
campus has two performance facilities, the
Little Theater and the outdoor Band Shell.
No joint-use agreement is in effect for these
sites.



Historic Facilities

Historic facilities can include museums,
regionally significant portrayals of historical
events or circumstances, historic frails,
education or advanced training classes, or
other unique opportunities for recreation.
Yuma's parks system includes several of
Yuma's historically significant sites:

@ Yuma Crossing State Historic Park

@ *Yuma Territorial Prison State
Historic Park (maintained by Yuma
Crossing National Heritage Area)

@ Yuma Armed Forces Park & Historic
Southern Pacific Depot Site

@ Roxaboxen Park

@ Pioneer Cemetery

Dog Parks

A growing frend is for communities fo
provide off-leash open green space areas
fo serve canines and their owners. Dog
parks are fenced areas atf least 3 acres in
size. These parks typically have an area for
large dogs separate from an area for small
dogs with sanitary stations to provide users
the materials needed to clean up after
their dogs. They sometimes offer drinking
fountains for dogs as well as humans.
Considerable safety regulations must be
enforced at dog parks.

® Bark Park

Recreation Facilities

Recreation facilities are those that contain
hardscape features, fields, and courts.
Whether they are stand-alone facilities or
found within parks to enhance the natural
features and are the primary reason why
many people visit the park. Recreation
facilities include aquatics, athletic fields,
athletic courts, and other facilities. Table
2-4: Summary of Recreation Facilities shows
how many of each type of recreation
facility the City of Yuma currently provides.

Athletic Fields

@ Caballero Park

@ *Centennial Middle School
Athletic

@ *Cibola HS Athletic Fields

@ *Elena Orendain Curtis Athletic
Complex at Yuma Catholic High
School

@® Joe Henry Athletic

@ Keegan Athletic

@ *Kennedy Athletic

@ Pacific Avenue Athletic Complex
(anficipated to openin 2017)

@ Ray Kroc Complex

® Sanguinetti Athletic

@ *Shaw Fields

@ *Woodard Jr. High Fields

@ *Yuma HS Carver Track

O Yuma Valley Park Soccer Fields

Recreation Centers

@ North End Community Center
@ Riverside Cottage
@ *Yuma Readiness Center

Other recreation centers are located
within parks and therefore not classified
as separate facilities in the Inventory,
including:

¢ Clymer Recreation Center
(located at Clymer Park)

e John Morris Cottage (located
at Carver Park Complex)

Aquatic Centers
@ Yuma Valley Aquatic Center

Golf Courses

@ Desert Hills Golf Course
@ Desert Hills Par 3

NOTE: Facilities marked with an * indicates
it is a joint-use facility which the Parks and
Recreation Department does not directly
own. Parks and Recreation has joint-use
agreements with many of the local schools
and other groups. The availability of these
facilities is somewhat limited by school
operations and as the school districts’
schedules change, current agreements
have the potential to be affected.
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Characteristics of Recreation Facilities

Tennis Courts are generally developed in
groups of four or more. The standard size is
120 feet by 60 feet.

Softball Diamonds require a relatively
flat turfed area with a skinned infield,
backstop, and protected team benches,
a minimum foul line distance of 230 feet,
300 feet for adult play, spectator space for
75 to 100 people, and convenient parking
for participants and spectators. Softball
facilities should be developed in 4-field
complexes and lighted for night play.

Baseball Diamonds have similar
requirements as softball diamonds but
require a 350-foot minimum foul line
distance and spectator area for 100 to 200
people. Fields should be lighted for night

play.

Adult/Regulation Soccer Fields are level
and tfurfed fields that are 360 feet long
by 225 feet wide. Game fields should be
lighted for night play.

Youth/Practice Soccer Fields should be
relatively level turfed areas from 150 to
240 feet long and 90 to 120 feet wide
depending on the type of play and age
of participants. Game fields should be
lighted for night play.
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Table 2-4: Summary of Yuma's Recreation Facilities

CLASSIFICATION FACILITY TYPE NUMBER
AQUATICS  Aguatic Center 1
Community Pool 3
Water Feature 2
ATHLETIC Baseball Diamond 6 (41it)
FIELDS Softball Field 15 (13 1if)
Soccer Field 23 (13 1it)
ATHLETIC Basketball Court 8 (31if)
COURTS Tennis Court 10 (81lit)
Volleyball Court 8
Bocce Court 2
Pickleball Court 1
Handball Court 2 (21it)
Horseshoe Pit 11
OTHER Gymnasium 2
Exercise Facility 4
Skate Facility 1
Playgrounds 29
Ramadas 42
Recreation Centers 5
Golf Courses 2

NOTE: Includes joint-use facilities; does not include
the PAAC, which is anficipated to openin 2017.

Basketball Courts occupy a minimum of 85
feet by 50 feet. Additional amenities may
include locker rooms, bleachers, and a
scorekeeper area.

Volleyball Courts can be hard surfaces or

sand, which is preferred to reduce injuries.
The minimum area defined for a volleyball

Ray Kroc Complex



court is 50 feet by 60 feet, although smaller
areas can be used if appropriately located
fo reduce conflicts with other activity
areas. These courts should be lighted for
night play.

Play Apparatus Areas include a variety of
playground equipment, open play areas,
and sitting areas, generally designed
for preschool and elementary school
children and their parents. The quantity
and types of equipment used in these
areas depend upon the type of park area
being considered. Regional parks would
have at least one such area. Community
parks would have one or more areas
depending on the population served.
Each neighborhood park should have one
play apparatus area. Long-term, the goal
is to have all play areas shaded.

Exercise Facilities typically have a walking
path or track with exercise stations for
stretching and muscle building.

There are three ftypes of recreation
centers, each defined by their size and the
population they serve:

Recreation Centers are small centers that
serve a population of 25,000 people and
are generally one room in size, limited in
the activities they can host, have restroom
facilities, and can accommodate 30-
50 participants. In Yuma, the John Morris
Coftage, Clymer Recreation Center, and
the Riverside Outdoor Education Center alll
qualify as this type of facility.

Community Recreation Centers provide
a variety of types and sizes of activities
concurrently, accommodating 100 to 200
people for social assembly and usually
include two addifional meeting rooms for
20 to 30 people each. The center should
also contain restrooms, a kitchen, storage
areas, and an office. The building size
can vary from 4,000 to 8,000 square feet.
In Yuma, the Yuma Readiness Center and
the North End Community Center gqualify
as Community Recreation Centers.

Regional Recreation Centers host a wide
variety of recreational activities for all ages
and draw participants from throughout the
region. Typically, these venues include a
gymnasium, exercise and dance rooms,

classroom areas, a

large multipurpose
room, walking track, hourly childcare, and

snack bar area. The Yuma community
has no dedicated facilities of this type,
although the Civic Center partially fills this
role during the summer months when a
variety of youth sports clinics are hosted
there.

Gymnasiums supply indoor sports facilities
for basketball, volleyball, and badminton
and include restrooms and locker rooms.
Adequate floor space should be available
tfo allow for three badminton courts, 2
volleyball courts, 2 basketball cross courts,
or a large tournament basketball court
with spectator space for 150 people. The
City currently does not have a gymnasium
that meets this descripfion in its inventory,
but it does have one smaller gym at the
Joe Henry Optimist Park and one at Yuma
Readiness Center neither of which currently
have air conditioning, although plans to
install air conditioning are underway for the
Joe Henry Optimist Gymnasium.

Community Pools are 25 yards in length
and the width varies due to the number
of lanes and amenities. A separate diving
area isrequired. Yuma has four community
pools: Carver Pool, Kennedy Pool, Marcus
Pool, and the Yuma Valley Aquatic Center.

Skate Facilities could include a roller
blade rink, an area for in-line hockey, or a
skateboard park. They can be part of multi-
purpose facilities and are best located
within an area park. Yuma has one skate
facility, the skateboard park at Kennedy
Memorial Park.

Table 2-5 on the following page identifies
where each type of recreation facility is
found in the network of existing parks. The
definitions provided here are referenced
in Section 3: Level of Service Analysis, in
which population averages and standards
for each type of facility are provided.
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Colorado River Levee Linear Park

Kennedy Memorial Park Complex
Desert Ridge Park

Smucker Memorial Park

Joe Henry Memorial Park Complex
Yuma Valley Park

James P. Deyo Regional Park
Riverfront Regional Park
Carver Park Complex

East Main Canal Linear Park
Friendship Park

Gateway Park

Mall Maintenance District

Joe Henry Optimist Park
Marcus Park

Barkley Ranch Park
Heritage Library Park
Jennifer Wilson Park
Kiwanis Park
Parkway Place Park
Ponderosa Park
Riverside Park
Saguaro Park

Clymer Park

%)
w
-
4
(6)
<
1™
b4
o
<
o

Hacienda Parks
Las Casitas Park

Netwest Park
Ocotillo Park

Alcohol with Permit X X X[ X X/ X|X X X X X
Barbecues XX X[ X| X X X X X X X X| X
Baseball Diamond X X

Basketball Court X X X X

Bocce Ball Court X

Community Pool X X X
Concessions/Restaurant |8 X XX

Disc Golf X

Exercise Facility X X X

Fishing Pond X

Golf Course X

Gymnasium X

Handball Court X

Horseshoe Pit XX

Parking X X X[ X X X|X X X X XX X
Pickleball Court X

Playground (ages 2-5) X X X X XX X

Playground (ages 5-12) XXX X X|X X|X X X X X X | X X
Ramada X X X[ X X|X X X X XX X
Recreation Center X| X X

Remote Mini Track

Restroom XX XX X X X X X X X

Skate Facility X

Soccer Field (Youth) X X X X X X

Soccer Field (Adult) X X

Softball Dicmond X X

Tennis Court X X X

Volleyball Court XX

Walking/Running Path XX X| X X X| X X XX XX X X X
Water Feature X X X
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Recreation Programs & Special Events

Recreation Programs

The Recreation Division of the Parks &
Recreation Department consists of eight
areas that each focus on programming
failored to a specific purpose or
demographic group, including: Recreation
General, Senior Adult programming,
Adult programming, Youth programming,
Outdoor Recreation, Aguatics, Teens, and
Adaptive Recreation. A special emphasis
is placed on providing family activities that
all can enjoy. Some programs are offered
free of charge, while most are offered at a
fee to cover instructor and material costs.
As a general guide to profitability, fees
for youth programs cover about 50% of
the cost, senior programs about 75%, and
adult programs aim to cover 100% of the
cost of the program.

Recreation General oversees the
management of the entire division.

Senior Adult programming, held at the
North End Community Center and Yuma
Readiness Center, serves adults 50 years of
age and over, providing activities including
arts and crafts, educational classes, fitness,
dance, pool shooting, and Senior Games.

Adult programming includes volleyball,
basketball, year-round softball leagues,

DRAFT

tfournaments, instructional programs,
fitness, and arts and crafts programs.

Youth programming offers a variety of
sports, recreatfional, and instructional
opportunities for youth of all ages, with a
specific focus on tots and elementary-
age children. In addition to the City-run
activities, a strong component of the
Parks and Recreation Department is the
partnership between co-sponsored youth
sports organizations and the City.

Ovutdoor Recreation provides recreational
opportunities such as canoing, kayaking,
fishing, archery, stargazing, family camping
activities and outdoor education programs
for all ages.

Aquadlics programs include the
programming of four municipal pools.
Fitness and swim programs are offered, as
well as Learn-to-Swim lessons during the
summer.

Teens programs focus on ages 13-18 and
provide activities for youth in this specific
age range. Sports programs are the most
popular with this demographic.

Adaptive Recreation programming for

2015 Kick Off Summer at Kennedy Memorial Park



Tahle 2-6: Parks & Recreation Programs Overview

PROGRAM TYPE FOCUS PROGRAMS
SPORTS Youth Yuma Babe Ruth Baseball, Yuma Youth In-Line Hockey League, Yuma Youth Soccer
Association (YYSA), Cal Ripken - Yuma Boys Baseball League (YBBL), Yuma Fast Pitch &
T-ball League (YFTL), Pop Warner Football, NFL Catch & Go, Flag Football & Cheerleading
Program, Cheer & Dance Clinic, Volleyball Clinic, Yuma Heat Swim Team, AquaForce
Swim Team, Pee Wee Basketball, Basketball Clinic, Boy's Jr. High Basketball, Girl's Cricket
Basketball, Boy's Grasshopper Basketball, Girl's Basketball, Advantage Youth Tennis,
Soccer Clinics, Dodgeball Clinics, Skateboard Championship
Adult Volleyball (Men's, Women's, & Open Gym), Co-Rec Tournaments, Men's Wooden Bat
League, Co-Rec Softball Leagues, Men's 12" Softball League, Men's 12"/Women's 11"
Adult Softball League, Horseshoe Tournaments, Free Sports Official Clinics, Washoes &
Cornhole Tournaments, Basketball Competitions, Sand Volleyball, Basketball Leagues
Senior Softball Fun League, Table Tennis, Pickleball, Volleyball, Badminton, Senior Games
ARTS & CULTURE Young Children Dance, Storytime, Play Groups, Arts & Craftfs
ACTIVITIES
Youth Dance, Painting, Pottery, Youth Theater, Guitar & Piano Lessons, Seasonal Arts & Crafts
Classes, Art Smart Camp, Cosplay Workshop
Adult/Senior Pofttery Studio, Wheel Throwing Workshop, Performing Art Series Theatre Productions, Art
Exhibitions, Salsa 101, Guitar & Piano Lessons
RECREATION Young Children Dance, Tiny Tots, Fire Truck Fitness, Mommy & Me, Craft Classes, Toddler Tumble Bugs, Play
Groups
Youth Craft Classes, Painting, Science Discovery Classes, Workshops, Spanish Classes, Sign
Language, Summer Day Camp, Theme/Holiday Events, Jewelry Classes, Cooking Classes,
Woodcarving, Instructional Classes
Adult ScrapBookers Anonymous, Arts & Crafts, Oil Painting, Woodcarving, Middle Eastern
Drumming, Zumba, Yoga, Belly Dancing, Fitness Walks/Runs
Senior Woodcarving, Oil Painting, Pool Shooting, Jewelry Making, Gourd Art, Belly Dancing, Card
Games, 3-D Art, Silversmithing, Quilting, Porcelain Painting, Fitness Classes
OUTDOOR Youth Fishing, Archery Clinic & Tournaments, Kayaking, Insect Classes, Outdoor Experience,
RECREATION Astronomy Expo, Stargazing, Hiking
Family
Eco-Education & Wildlife Conservation, Family Camping, Canoe Trip, Stargazing
FESTIVALS, Family Playful City USA Spruce Up Your Park Day, Fiestas Patrias, Come Out & Play Day, Movies
SPECIAL EVENTS, in the Park, Catfish Rodeo & Nature Fair, Children’s Festival of the Arts, North End Art Walk,
& EXPOS New Year's Eve Family Party, Family Fitness Fest, Park Socials, Kite Festival, Tunes & Tacos,
4th of July Fireworks, Back to School Rodeo, Wedding Expo, Fairy Party, ARTbeat, Youth
Sports Expo, Yuma Campout Challenge, Family Fish Fiesta, Woof Splash, Artf in the Park,
YumaCon, Tribute of the Muse, 5K/10K Runs & Walks (6 annually)
AQUATICS Youth/Adult Swim Lessons, Fun Swim, Fitness Swim, Water Aerobics, Scuba Diving, Aqua Zumba
GOLF Youth Golf Clinics, SNAG Futbol Clinic, FootGolf Clinic, FootGolf Tournament, Snag Golf Clinic,
Summer Golf Camp
Adult/Family Family Golf Clinics, Golf Tournaments, Golf Clinics, Private Instruction, Leagues
ADAPTIVE Physically & Salsa Classes, Movie Events, Seasonal Parties, Washoes & Cornhole Tournament, Seasonal
RECREATION Mentally Disabled Crafting Classes, Fishing, Night on the Town, Splash-tacular
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special needs participants is offered year-
round and over the past year, an emphasis
has been placed on providing additional
activities such as Day Camps and music
based programs that participants may
register for.

Festivals & Special Events

The Parks & Recreation Department hosts
special events and festivals throughout
the year (see Table 2-6 for a complete list),
the largest of which in 2015 were Tacos &
Tunes and the 4th of July Fireworks. The
Tacos & Tunes festival started in 2009 as a
taco festival, and three years later grew
to include music. The first annual 4th of
July Fireworks Festival was held in 2015
and due to tremendous attendance and
overall success of the event, this festival
will be continued in the future. The Yuma
Art  Center sponsors annual festivals
including the North End Art Walk, ARTbeat,
YumaCon, and the Children’s Festival of
the Art. The Yuma Art Center also hosts an
annual event, Tribute of the Muse, which

Tunes & Tacos

celebrates community members and
local artists who have made a significant
influence on the arts community in Yuma.

The Parks & Recreation Department co-
hosts several events with other local
organizations by offering staff, facilities,
and maintenance support. For example,
they work with the Caballeros de Yuma to
host the Midnight at the Oasis Classic Car
Festival and the Colorado River Crossing
Balloon Festival.

Another city organization, Heritage Festivals,
organizes a series of festivals and events as
well, including: Arizona Hog Rally; Military
Appreciation Day; Medjool Date Festival;
Boogie, Brews, & Blues; Music on Main; and
Cinco de Mayo. These Heritage festivals
are all held in the historic downtown or on
the riverfront. Most of Yuma'’s festivals are
held in the cooler winter months and are
very well attended by residents and visitors
alike, drawing families, retirees, seasonal
visitors, and military members.

Alternative Recreation Opportunities & Providers

In addition to the facilities provided by The
Parks & Recreation Department, Yuma
facilities

has several other recreation
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and services provided by non-profits and
commercial enterprises. The list here is not
infended to be exhaustive, rather it gives an



overview of facilities available to residents.
Analysis of alternative available services
informs the department what needs are
being met by the private sector, helping to
determine which services are most essential
for public prioritization.

Regional Recreation

Martinez Lake is located about 40 miles
north of Yuma and is a popular weekend
refreat for residents fo enjoy boating,
fishing, bird watching, and nature.

Kofa National Wildlife Refuge, located to
the northeast of Yuma, offers wilderness
hiking and camping in a rugged nature
preserve.

Telegraph Pass Trail offers several miles of
hiking through the Gila Mountains.

Barry M. Goldwater Range allows recreation
opportunities by permit only. This rugged
natural area offers camping, hunting,
hiking, and recreational vehicle trails.

Golf Courses

Within the city limits, Yuma has two privately-
owned and operated golf courses, both
of which are open year-round: Ironwood
Golf Course (?-hole public course) and
Yuma Golf & Counftry Club (18-hole private
course). Several other golf courses are
located in Yuma County.

Fitness Centers & Gyms

Yuma has a wide variety of fitness centers
and gyms located around town, including
but not limited to the following: Yuma
Family YMCA, Planet Fitness, Club Yuma,
World Gym, Snap Fitness, 4th Avenue
Gym, Hard Core Personal Training, Loyalty
Fitness, CrossFit Glory, Curves, Yuma United
Mixed Martial Arts, Jump Up Trampoline &
Tumbling, and Gymnastics World of Yuma.
Many of the RV parks offer small fitness
centers and in some cases a pool for their
residents. The Z Fun Factory & Waylon's
Water World offers a variety of recreation
opportunities, aimed mainly at children,
including: mini golf, arcade games, go
karts, free climbing, batting cages, and a
large water park designed for all ages.

Sports Facilities & Courts

Many RV parks offer fennis courts, pickleball
courts, and shuffleboard courts for use by
theirresidents, mainly winter visitors. Fortuna
de Oro RV Resort in the Foothills recently
installed eight pickleball courts.

Military Facilities

Marine Corps Air Stafion Yuma (MCAS)
has park and recreation facilities located
on the base fto serve military members,
dependents, retfirees, and other authorized
government employees. MCAS has the
following facilities: four softball fields, two
soccer fields, a football field, two basketball
courts, two tennis courts, a volleyball court,
two bafting cages, three fithess centers,
an outdoor recreation center, a movie
theatre, a bowling center, two swimming
pools, a baby pool, a youth center, three
community centers, a paintball field, and
three playgrounds. Program services
include directed and self-directed sports
and athlefics to include inframural and
varsity  sports, youth sports, aquatics,
fitness classes, outdoor recreatfion, and
recreational skill development programs.
Recreatfion equipment, including sports
equipment, bicycles, camping equipment,
hunting & fishing equipment, boats, and
other itemes.

School Facilities

Many local school playgrounds and athletic
facilities serve the education needs of the
community, aswell as being available to the
general public for recreational programs.
Generally, school facilities can be used
for community recreational programs
on a fime available basis. However, the
availability of these facilities is limited
by school operations. Arizona Western
College has several recreation facilities
designed to serve their student population,
including: Veterans Memorial Stadium,
“The House"” gymnasium, the AWC Soccer
Field, the Charlie Dine Softball Field, Walt
Kammann Baseball Field, a theater, and a
fitness center.
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Undeveloped Property Owned by the City of Yuma

The City of Yuma owns or leases
approximately several hundred acres,
ten sites of which are both vacant or
underdeveloped and could be suitable for
potential park facilities. Map 2-4 highlights
those properties in red. Conceptual
plans have been created for some of
these properfies; see Section 4: Long
Range Vision of this document for further
information.  This map should not be
interpreted as recommending all of these
properties to be developed as parks, rather
that these sites should be considered as
the most economically efficient for future
park development.

@ W 11th Street Retention Basin
This 11 acre basin located adjacent to
the Salida Del Sol Elementary School is
currently undeveloped. The large size
of this parcel could be suitable for
athletic fields, but vehicular access to
the site is limited.

® Yuma Valley Park Site (24th St & 34th Dr)
This 3 1/2 acre site is currently

B

4 ISTORIC
DOWNTOWN
12)
l
[

undeveloped. The land was purchased
for future use as a retention basin and

has been adapted for temporary use as
overflow parking for the Yuma Valley Park.

© W 26th St & W 27th St Retention Basin
This 6 1/2 acre retention basin is located
across the street from Walmart and
adjacent to the Yuma County Health
Department. In close proximity is Yuma
Catholic High School, the Main Library,
and Gary A Knox Elementary School.
This site has been considered as a
potential location for a dog park.

O Livingston Ranch Site (38th St)
This 3 1/2 acre site in the Livingston
Ranch neighborhood is currently a
retention area that could be improved
to serve as a park.

O Smucker Park Undeveloped Portion
This 26 acre parcel adjacent to Smucker
Park is currently unimproved, but
construction of a stormwater basin is
funded and will begin in 2016.

Map 2-4: Undeveloped Property Owned by the City of Yuma

Existing Parks

Undeveloped City-Owned or
City-Leased Properties
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0 32nd St & East Main Canal Site
This 3.3 acre parcel adjacent to the East

Plan as an appropriate location for
open space and frails.

Main Canal would make an excellent
site for a trailhead for the East Main
Canal Park. Many in the community
support a pedestrian/bike crossing at
this section of 32nd Street to improve
access of the canal.

@ Jackrabbit Pass
The City has a long term lease on this
120 acre parcel located just south of the
James P. Deyo Complex.

O Yuma Readiness Center Site (Araby Rd)
This 4 acre parcel surrounding the Yuma
Readiness Center is currently vacant
and unimproved.

O East Mesa Site (Avenue 6E)
This 25.6 acre site is currently planned to
house a Veterans Medical Facility and
has been considered as a site for an
area park. See Section 4 for detailed site
information & plans for this parcel.

@ Ocotillo Unit 4B Tract B (S Gazania Ave)
This 3.3 acre grassy retention basin is
located in the Ocotillo subdivision
and could be an appropriate site for a
small neighborhood park.

® Aqua Viva Water Treatment Site
This 50 acre parcel is home to the Water
Treatment Facility. The site and
adjacent properties have been
considered as a location for an urban
lake and surrounding park.

® Commercial Building (270 S. Main Street)
This building, located near the Art
Center, was purchased by the City in
anficipation of future expansion of the
Art Center. Unfil such fime, the facility is
being rented to a private entity. The
City confinues to explore other
expansion opporfunities in the
downtown area.

® Black Hill (700 Block of S. 1st Avenue)
Several parcels totaling over 4.5 acres
make up Black Hill, one of the highest
points in downtown. The site has
panoramic views and was identified
in the 2014 Old Town South Revitalization

KEY POINTS

Inventory of Existing Facilities & Programs

The City currently provides 1,072 acres of
parkland and open space as well as 115,332
square feet of event space for public use.

The City offers a wide variety of parks: two
regional parks, five community parks, sixteen
neighborhood parks, six pocket parks, and two
linear parks.

The City offers several specialized facilities:
three cultural facilities, five historic facilities, and
one dog park.

The City offers many recreational facilities:
eleven athletic field areas, three recreation
centers, one aquatic center, and two golf
courses.

The City offers a range of recreation and arts
programs, aimed to serve a diverse population
and age range, including: young children,
youth, adults, seniors, and those with special
needs.

Festivals and special events hosted by Parks
& Recreation are widely popular and well-
aftended. In general, Yuma residents enjoy
family-friendly festivals and there are many
events offered throughout the winter months.

Besides facilities and services offered by the
City, Yuma has several other recreational
service providers. The local YMCA offers a
wide variety of classes and programs, the
Marine Corps base has several facilities to serve
its population, and many of the school facilities
are joint-use.

The City owns or leases several undeveloped
or under-developed parcels that could be
appropriate sites for future parks. In the Long
Range Plan, these sites will be considered as
the most economical sites for future parks.
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EXJ Assessing Level of Service

2015 Flag Football

The intent of the level of service analysis presented in this section is to understand what
types of facilities are needed and where these future parks and facilities should be located
to best serve the population. The analysis from this section will inform the long-range plan

presented in Section 4.

Analysis was performed using a threefold approach; that is by (1) considering public input,
(2) conducting an internal analysis based on park and facility usage, and (3) comparing
local standards and usage to national benchmarks.

Public Input Survey

Public input is an essential component to
effectively analyze the current state of
the park system and to guide the path
forward. Feedback from the public helps
staff discern how the parks, recreation
programs, and events are experienced
and viewed by the general public, as well
as to get valuable recommendations for
improving the overall system. This feedback
is also crucial for making decisions about
future parks and recreation facilities to
ensure they best serve the needs of the
local population.
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For the purposes of this master planning
effort, a public survey was conducted
fo assess the current level of service and
needs. In 2016, over the course of the
month of January, an open internet survey
was available to the public. The survey
was distributed via direct email to Parks &
Recreation contacts (over 15000 distinct
emails) as well as shared on their Facebook
page. Over 500 people responded to the
22-question survey (see Appendix A), a
statistically significant sample size based
on Yuma's overall population from which



to glean conclusions at a 95% confidence
level. Demographically, the sample
group was diverse; it roughly correlated
to the overall population, with a slightly
higher percentage of seniors 60 years and
older. This anomaly can be explained by
the presence of winter visitors during the
survey period. Slightly more females (56%)
responded fo the survey than males (42%),
but the difference was not significant.
Forty-two percent of the sample group had
children under the age of eighteen. Nearly
80% of the respondents were full-time
residents of Yuma, while about 20% reside
in the Yuma area on a part-time basis.

The West Wetlands Park was identified
as the favorite city park with 37% of the
responses. Second was the Desert Hills Golf
Course (10%), third was Smucker Memorial
Park (9%). fourth was the East Wetlands
Park (7%), and fifth was Gateway Park (5%).
When combining all responses for parks
included within the Riverfront Regional Park,
over half of the respondents said it was their
favorite park. When asked which parks
they had visited in the last twelve months,
respondents again answered resoundingly
with Riverfront Regional Park, particularly
the West Wetlands Park. Smucker Memorial
Park, the Historic Theatre & Art Center,
Kennedy Memorial Park Complex, Desert
Hills Golf Course, Desert Sun Stadium, and
the Yuma Valley Aquatic Center were
the other most visited park facilities.  This
correlates with Regional and Community
Park facilities intending to serve the largest
population sizes and drawing the largest
crowds with their frequent programming.

Overall, respondents rated the park system
well; over 75% gave it a high rating for
overall service. Desired facilities and
programs, areas for improvement, and
general concerns were also identified and
are detailed in the following paragraphs.

Identified Needs

Certain needs and desires for particular
facilities and programs were apparent
throughout the questions of the survey.
Recurring themes included the following:

Park Facilities

Walking/Jogging Trails

Respondents stated the most common
reason for going to the parks is for walking
and jogging opportunities; over half the
respondents named this reason (see Table
3-1).  Trails ranked highest among the
types of park facilities most desired. The
5K/10K run/walk events hosted by the City
are well attended and many respondents
wanted to see more of these events; they
commented frequently about them. This
feedback supports a continued emphasis
on linear parks and trails as an important
part of the park system.

Bikeways

In addition to using the linear parks for
walking and jogging, many people ufilize
the paths for cycling. Cycling has gained
popularity nationwide in recent years, and
this survey shows that interest is strong in
Yuma as well. Nearly a third of respondents
wanted to see more bike facilities, including
off-street bike paths (linear parks) and on-
street bike lanes. Currently, only off-street
bikeways are within the scope of the Parks
& Recreation Master Plan, but connections

Tahle 3-1: Reasons for Use

QUESTION: Why do you go to the park(s)2
RESPONSE:
Walking/Jogging Trails 1 : : : ‘ 52%
Playground | | | | 37%
Relaxation | | | | 31%
Ramadas/Gatherings | | | 29%
Festivals | | | 26%
Experience Nature | | | 22%
Youth Sporting Events | | | 21%
Golf | ‘ 20%
Bike Paths 19%
Pools/Swimming | | 18%
Adult Sporting Events | | 7%
Other | | 12%
Group Exercise/Fitness Classes | 7%
Fitness Equipment | 2%
Indoor Sporting Activities 1 2%
0 50 100 150 200 250 300
NO. OF RESPONSES
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to the road bikeways system should be a
high priority for long-term planning and
carefully considered with specific park
design.

Recreation Center & Gymnasium Facilities
Facilities for indoor sports play rank high
on the list of desired park facilities. The
City currently has only a few such facilities,
so it ranked low on the list of reasons
people go to the parks. A high desire for
more youth sports and fitness classes also
indicates a need for recreation centers
and gymnasiums.

Playgrounds

Playgrounds are a staple of neighborhood
parks and are a central reason people
frequent the parks. High response rates
for more playgrounds indicates that the
current emphasis on playgrounds and
development of neighborhood parks
is appropriate and current population
standards should be maintained.

Athletic Fields

Outdoor fields for sports play are a
strong draw for the parks and a portion
of the population strongly desired more

Tahle 3-2: Desired Park Facilities

RESPONSE:

Trails

Bike Paths
Recreation Center
Playgrounds

Indoor Gymnasium
Community Garden
Amphitheater
Other

Sports Fields
Exercise Equipment
Pools

Dog Park

Archery Range
Skate Park
Wayfinding & Signage

QUESTION: What type of park facility would you like to see more of?2
| ‘ ‘ 36%
| ‘ ‘ 31%
| | - 23%
| | 5 22%
| | 0%
| | 19%
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athletic field facilities. The sample group
also displayed a strong interest in more
youth and adult sports programs, further
supporting a need for more fields.

Park Facilities on the East Mesa

In the open response section of the survey,
many people commented about a need
for a park on the east side of town.

Archery Facilities

Survey results showed a moderate interest
in archery facilities and programs. Existing
archery programs were mentioned
frequently, indicating high use relative to
the few programs and events currently
offered.

Pickleball Courts

Although not specifically listed on the
survey as an option for desired facilities or
programs, pickleball courtswere mentioned
many fimes in the open comments section.
In the past decade, the popularity of
pickleball has grown rapidly, particularly
among seniors, as it is a low-impact sport.

Recreation Programs & Special Events

Fitness Classes

The most requested type of recreation
program was fitness classes (see Table
3-3), which is surprising considering the
relative lack of participation in or mention
of existing classes elsewhere throughout
the survey. In the comments section, some
people identified scheduling and pricing
of existing fitness classes as a barrier to
participation.

Ovutdoor Nature Activities

Relaxation and experiencing nature were
two popular reasons for people to go to
the parks. There was also moderate interest
in more outdoor programming such as
canoing, fishing, and camping.

Festivals & Special Events

Festivals and special events proved to be a
popular reason to go to the park and were
high on the priority list for desired services.
The 2015 inaugural 4th of July Fireworks
Festival was the most popular, with 19%
identifying it as their favorite event. Tunes
& Tacos, the Children’s Festival of the
Arts, Movies in the Park, and the North



End Art Walk also ranked high. Reported
aftendance to these events corresponds
to this ranking.

Identified Concerns

When asked how Parks & Recreation could
better serve the community, the most
common responses included increased
advertising, maintenance, and safety.
Advertising recommendations focused
on widening the variety and frequency
of advertising efforts to include digital
and fraditional media outlets; social
media, email, fext messaging, newspaper
ads, and radio spofs were mentioned.
Maintenance concerns focused primarily
on the cleanliness of the restroom facilities
as well as the need for more restrooms in
general. While most people (75%) reported
they felt safe in the parks, many mentioned
inadequate lighting and the presence of
fransients as safety concerns thatimpacted
their use of the parks.

Internal Review

In addition to soliciting public input, several
meetings were conducted with Parks &
Recreation staff to understand the needs
of the department. These discussions
brought to light several recreational
facility and programming needs that the
staff see as benefiting Yuma residents.
Additionally, an in-depth analysis of current
facilities usage and programs participation
was conducted and is presented in the
following sections.

Needs Identified by Parks & Recreation Staff

Discussions with Parks & Recreation staff
revealed several specific needs brought
to their attention by residents. Due to their
direct and continual contact with park
users, staff has an acute sense of demand.
In addition to providing community parks
to serve the East Mesa and looking at

Table 3-3: Desired Recreation Program & Special Events

QUESTION: What types of programs would you like to see
offered or see more of?

RESPONSE:
Fitness Classes
Youth Sports
Community Special Events

Adult Sports

5K/10K Runs/Walks

Adult Arts & Culture Classes
Family Programing

Golf Classes

Archery

Youth Arts & Culture Classes
Canoeing

Fishing

Camping

Swim Lessons

Other

Adaptive Recreation

32%
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creative solutions for neighborhood parks,
staff identified the following as facilities
they would like to add to the parks system:

Regional Recreation Center

A regional community center that hosts a
multitude of uses and serves a variety of
users is a facility not currently available in
the Yuma area. Parks & Recreation staff
envision this facility as including a cafeteria,
gymnasium, frack, childcare facilities,
classrooms, and dance rooms fo serve a
multi-generational market. One example
cited as a precedent is the Apache
Junction Multi-Generational Center in the
Phoenix area.

Gymnasium

Gymnasiums provide the indoor space
needed for many of Parks & Recreation’s
programs and sports teams throughout
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Many youth activities require the use of a gymnasium, of which Parks & Recreation only has two facilities.

the City. Of the two gymnasiums currently
offered at Joe Henry Opftimist Park and the
Yuma Readiness Center, historically neither
offer air conditioning and the one at Joe
Henry Optimist Park is quite small. Recently,
a grant has been secured and plans exist
to add air condifioning to the gym at
Joe Henry Optimist Park. In the summer,
the school gyms are available, but when
school is in session availability is severely
limited and scheduling is not reliable.

Archery Range

In recent years, archery has become more
popularin Yuma and nafionwide. The City
currently hosts archery lessons at Riverside
Park, West Wetlands Park, and the Joe
Henry Opftimist Center, but would like to
have a dedicated archery range.

Skate Facility

Many people use the existing skateboard
facility located at Kennedy Memorial Park
and many users would like to see another
one built. This second skateboard facility
would be ideally located on the East Mesa
to serve the residential population located
there.

Dog Park

In the winter when many visitors are in
town, the Dog Park can get crowded.
Many people have requested either an
expansion of the existing dog park or an
additional facility, which could be located
on the East Mesa or within an existing park.

!
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Pickleball Courts

In recent years, the popularity of pickleball
has grown exponentially, particularly
among the seniors. There is high demand
from winter visitors for dedicated pickleball
facilities.

Specialty Camping at the West Wetlands
In conjunction with the restoration of
the West Wetlands Lower Bench area,
a specialty camping area and nature
learning centfer would serve local youth
groups. The camping area would include
several tent sites and would be available
on a permit-only basis. A nature centerwith
educational materials and a classroom
would be infegral for group activifies.
Ramadas or other gathering areas could
also be provided.

Connectivity

In general, the network of parks needs to
be better connected via linear parks, trails,
bikeways, and walkways. Specifically, the
East Main Canal should be connected to
both Smucker Park and the James P. Deyo
Regional Park.

Wayfinding

In general, signage and wayfinding at the
parks could be improved. Wayfinding is
particularly important with the linear parks
to help users identify where along the frail
they are and how to access other parks
and facilities from the path.

Facilities Usage by Reservation

The athletic fields, courts, swimming pools,
gymnasiums, recreation centers, ramadas,
and cultural facilities managed by Parks &
Recreation are available for reservation at
afee to organizations andresidents. Rental
rates vary based on the type of customer
(non-profit vs. commercial and resident
vs. non-resident). Parks & Recreation staff
maintains a daftabase of reservations for
all facilities and issues permits for paid
reservations. A dataset spanning the
12-month period between September
2014 to August 2015 was used to analyze
daily usage. It is important to note that
reservation data does not capture all use
of each facility; during daylight hours,
outdoor facilities are used on a first-come-



Table 3-4: Seasonal Usage of Rental Facilities
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All Facilities Combined
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first-served basis free of charge. Several
facilities, particularly athletic fields, are
joint-use with local schools, which limits their
availability for Parks & Recreation activities.
The schools have priority use on weekdays
during the school year, restricting the time
Parks & Recreation can program the space,
but not limiting the actual use of the facility
for the school’s recreational use.

Another important consideration is the
seasonality of sports, programs, and events,
as illustrated in Table 3-4. Sports follow
particular seasons: youth baseball and
softball are played in the spring, football
and soccer are fall sports, while adult
softball is played in both spring and fall.
Organized sports see a decline during the
winter months due to the holidays. Yuma's
extremely hot weather in July and August
cause another dip in activity, exacerbated
by the lack of air-conditioned indoor
athletic facilities.

Table 3-5 shows the usage of facilities
grouped by type - athletic fields and courts,
swimming pools, gymnasiums & recreation
centers, cultural facilities, and ramadas.
Detailed analysis of each category follows
here.

Athletic Fields and Courls

Athletic fields are used very frequently
and are in high demand by local teams,
especially in peak seasons. Most sports
team coaches are well aware of the high
demand for athletic fields and consistently
make reservations for their teams’ games

and practices in order to avoid conflicts
with other teams. Parks & Recreation staff
has a policy to leave one field open each
weekend for open community use. Many
of the City’s athletic fields are mulfi-use,
which provides freedom of use, but also
poses a constraint. Re-organization of a
field to fit different sports (re-striping, setting
up goals, efc.) takes time and staff, which
means one field can't be scheduled for
different sports in the same day. Due to
the open field policy, multi-use nature of
many fields, holidays, and maintenance,
an occupancy or daily use rate of 100%
is largely unattainable and an occupancy
rate of 80% can be considered maximum
capacity.

Asmentioned, most sports are seasonal, and
usage varies based on the month. Baseball
diamonds were used at nearly full capacity
in March and April, with considerably less
use at other times. Softball fields maintain
high use throughout the year, and are at
nearly 100% occupancy in the fall and
spring. Soccer fields are not often used at
capacity, although certain facilities - those
with lights and irrigated turf (as opposed
to flood irrigated grass) - saw much higher
levels of use.

The fields used most often in the winter were
those with lights; although certain fields
have lights that are particularly expensive
to operate and therefore staff avoids
scheduling these when possible. As a
general policy for cost effective use of field
lights, staff books all the time slots at one
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athletic field before scheduling another
field.

Tennis courts are not often reserved,
although they are commonly used by
drop-in leisure players. The school teams
do reserve the courts during the spring
season, but staff always maintains two
courts for open community use.

Outdoor basketball courts are rarely
reserved because of the associated fee;
they are used on a first-come-first-served
basis which is difficult fo tfrack and collect
data. Anecdotal evidence shows the
basketball courts are quite popular and
are a draw to the neighborhood parks.

Swimming Pools Usage

The community pools and aquatic center
are very popular and are used nearly
every day they are open in the summer
months. As a general rule, the pools are
open to the public from the beginning of
May through Labor Day, with a couple
of pools opening before or staying open
slightly after this season.

Marcus Pool is the only community pool in
the system that is heated and kept open
year-round. The competition pool at the
Valley Aquatic Center can be heated, but
the expense to heat and operate in winter
months makes it cost prohibitive to keep
open to the public, so it is only available for
team reservations (usually schools) during
the winter months.

Gymnasiums & Recreation Centers

All recreation centers are available on a
reservation-only basis; if not reserved, they
are not open for public use. The John
Morris Cottage and Riverside Cottage are
generally only used when programmed by
Parks & Recreation in the summer months.
Neither of these facilities is equipped to
handle sports or fitness activities; they offer
classroom-type gathering spaces.

Gymnasiums are not used much in the
summer because, at the fime of data
collection, neither of the two facilities had
air conditioning. The gymnasium at the
Yuma Readiness Center, a joint-use facility,
is used often by the National Guard, but
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not often for City programs except in the
winter months when it hosts senior sports
programs.

Although the City maintains joint-use
agreements with local schools for several
school gymnasiums, these facilities are
rarely, if ever, programmed for Parks &
Recreation events. The joint-use gyms are
not convenient to use because of frequent
use by the schools, fime restrictions during
school hours, and accessibility of school
facilities in general. In order to use, Parks
staff needs to coordinate access fo the
building, access to restricted parking, and
maintenance.

Cultural Facilities

Yuma's cultural facilities available for rent
or reservation include: the Civic Center, the
Art Center and the Historic Yuma Theatre.
The Civic Center is used on a nearly daily
basis year-round, hosting a wide variety of
events including festivals, expos, dances,
banquets, concerts, meetings, and
summer sports clinics. The Historic Yuma
Theatre and Art Center are also used nearly
every day of the year. Typically, the Art
Center and Theatre are closed on Sundays
and Mondays, but if a special event is
requested for those days, they will open.
The facility hosts art classes, performances,
shows, weddings, and meetings. More
specifically, the theatre is programmed for
events or rehearsals on more than 50% of
the days in the year; the art gallery nearly
25%, and other group meetings happen
on 20% of the days, for a total of over 95%
daily usage of the Art Center and Historic
Theater facilities.

Ramada Usage

A total of 37 ramadas at 13 different parks
are available forrent. The ramadaslocated
in regional or community parks allow
alcohol, while those in neighborhood parks
typically do not (Kiwanis Park is the only
exception to the alcoholrule). Reservations
are placed with Parks & Recreation af least
ten days, but not more than twelve months
in advance of the event. If not reserved, a
ramada may be used on a first-come-first-
served basis; such usage is not tracked.

The last chart in Table 3-5 summarizes the



Table 3-5: Summary of Usage of Facilities by Reservation
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annual usage of the ramadas based on
reservations. A more detailed analysis is
availablein Appendix B. Ramadas are most
frequently used during the mild weather
months of March, Apri, and November.
The least popular months coincided with
the hottest months of July and August
and the winter holidays in December and
January. Saturday was the most popular
day for reservations, with Sunday close
behind; nearly 80% of all ramada use is on
the weekends. Not surprisingly, weekdays
saw few reservations. The most popular
ramadas are located in Riverfront Regional
Park, JamesP.Deyo Regional Park, Smucker
Park, and Joe Henry Park Complex. This
correlates to the higher service population
size and increased programming of these
regional and community parks.

Recreation Programs Participation
Parks & Recreation offers a wide variety of
programs year-round for many different
groups, as outlined in Table 2-6 in Section
2.3.  Program enrollment data for the
12-month period between September
2014 and August 2015 was analyzed to
understand which programs were the most
and least popular. Some limitations to the
data set exist: 1) enrollment data does
not fully reflect the actual participation in
youth sports because Parks & Recreation
staff does not manage all the reservations,
occasionally outside organizations do; and
2) revenue and expenditure data was
not available, so only participation was
considered, not monetary performance
of the programs. Observations from data
analysis are summarized here.

Summer youth sports clinics hosted at
the Civic Center were very popular, well
attended and often had wait lists. The Civic
Center is not an ideal place to host sports
events as special flooring must be brought
in for sports play, but the consolidated
location it offers is a desirable feature.
The popularity of these clinics indicates
the need for more gymnasium facilities,
particularly a large recreation center with
areas designed to accommodate many
different sports at one time and in one
location.
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Interest in archery classes and fournaments
ishighamong youth and adults. The summer
archery camp had the most people on
the wait list (9) of any program offered by
the Department. The archery tournament
and tournament fraining sessions were also
well-attended. The Introduction to Archery
class offered at the North End Community
Center was also popular. This high level
of interest in archery indicates the need
for expansion of archery programs and
facilities for both youth and adults.

Swim lessons are extremely popular in the
summer. Classes fill up quickly and are
offered at every pool facility. During the
summer months, pools are programmed
for every operational hour. This indicates
a need for another community pool,
particularly in the East Mesa area.

Summer day camp programs for youth are
well-attended, regardless of the location
(North  End Community Center, Clymer
Community Center, or Civic Center).



Expansion of the day camp programs
would be beneficial, but there is a need
for more community center facilities to host
such events.

Science-related programs offered in the
summer were generally very popular,
which indicates demand for an increase
in the science-related programming and
science/nature exploration facilities.

Tots programs are popular across the
board, and in all seasons. An increase in
the numbers of tots programs would be
beneficial, but more space is needed to
host such events. Participants feel that
locational convenience is key to whether
or not they will participate.

Adult craft classes saw low interest levels,
indicating that efforts focused on other
demographic groups (tots, youth, families,
seniors, efc.) would be more beneficial to
the community.

National & State Benchmarks

When determining standards for level of
service provided by the department, it is
useful to compare to other cities across
the state and nation. For this planning
document, two key sources of data were
used: the National Recreation & Park
Association and the Trust for Public Land.
These national and state averages provide
a starting point from which standards for
Yuma can be calibrated to local conditions.

The National Recreation & Park Association
(NRPA) is a non-profit  organization
dedicated to the advancement of public
parks, recreation and conservation. NRPA
manages the national recreation and
parks database, known as PRORAGIS,
which provides a wealth of information on
services and facilities provided by parks
departments across the country. Because
needs and inferests vary widely by location,
the NRPA no longer provides national
populafion standards for recommended
level of service for each type of facility, but
they do provide national averages that

Adult basketball league enrollment in the
summer was high, but had to be hosted at
the Yuma High School gymnasium due to a
lack of suitable gymnasium facilities owned
by the City. The lack of gymnasium facilities
restricts adult basketball programs to the
summer months when the school facilities
are available for use.

Seniorsports activities are most popular from
November to February, which correlates
with the winter visitor population increase.
The active programs that focused on
games or low-impact sports were generally
more popular than the craft programs. The
exception was the pool shooting classes,
which were not well-aftended. Most of
these senior activities were hosted at the
Yuma Readiness Center, including the
extremely popular Senior Games events.
The high interest and attendance at these
events indicates the need for more senior-
related activities and dedicated facilities.

can serve as benchmarking data. For this
planning document, the numbers published
in the 2015 Field Report are referenced, as
well as numbers from reports generated by
the PRORAGIS database.

Another source of data is provided by the
Trust for Public Land’s 2015 City Park Facts
Report. This report details the parks and
recreation systems of the 100 most populous
cities in the U.S., which includes seven
municipalitiesin Arizona: Phoenix, Glendale,
Gilbert, Chandler, Mesa, Scoftsdale, and
Tucson. Out of the complete data sef,
data for these seven cities were parsed to
provide specific state-level information to
guide this planning document.

National service averages gleaned from
these sources were used as benchmark
data from which updates to Yuma's service
standards were made; see Table 3-6 in the
next section for detailed figures.
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FE] Updating Yuma's Service Standards

Input from the public, analysis conducted within the department, and nafionwide
benchmarking data are collectively used to inform decisions concerning Yuma's park
standards. As seen in the natfional and state benchmarking data, standards for parks
are based on both population and location. After careful consideration of available
information, this plan presents updates to the level of service standards provided in previous
plans. These standards are calibrated to the specific needs and recreational interests of
Yuma residents. This section details the twofold approach to assessing level of service and
guiding future development: population standards and location standards.

Population Standards

Population-based standards for parks and Yuma's population  standards  were
recreation facilities are the most common infroducedinthefirst Parks & RecreationPlan
and widely-used method of estimating the adopted in 1986. These original standards
current level of service and serve as an were based on recommendations by the
effective guide to plan for future growth. National Recreation and Park Association

Table 3-6: Population Standards

2006 YUMA PARKS PLAN NATIONAL STATE 2016 YUMA PARKS PLAN
POPULATION AVERAGE AVERAGE POPULATION
STANDARDS (NRPA*) (TPL**) STANDARDS
Acres of Parkland per 1,000 Residents 10 9.9 11.2 10
(median) (adj. average)
 PARKS

Regional Parks 1/100,000 N/A N/A 1/100,000
Community Parks 1/25,000 N/A N/A 1/20,000
Neighborhood Parks 1/6,000 N/A N/A 1/6,000
Linear Parks & Trails N/A 1 mile/2,100 N/A 1 mile/2,000
Cultural Center 1/75,000 N/A N/A 1/75,000
Community Performance Theater 1/25,000 N/A N/A 1/100,000
Regional Performing Arts Center 1/100,000 1/132,957 N/A REMOVED
Visual Arts Facility 1/75,000 N/A 1/75,000
Dog Park N/A 1784331 1/102,045 1/75,000
Tennis Court 1/10,000 1/7.686 1/8,364 1/10,000
Softball Diamond 1/4,000 1/7.127 1/6.539 1/5,000
Baseball Diamond 1/15,000 (diamond fields) | (ball diamonds) 1/15,000
Soccer Fields (Adult/Regulation) 1/10,000 1/7.899 N/A 1/15,000
Soccer Fields (Youth/Practice) 1/6,000 rectangular fields) N/A 1/6,000
Basketball Court 1/6,000 1/15,123 1/4,809 hoops 1/8,000
Volleyball Court 1/5,000 1/33,333" N/A 1/15,000
Play Apparatus/Playground 1/4,000 1/7.801 1/4,453 1/4,000
Exercise Facilities 1/10,000 1/61,474 N/A 1/20,000
Recreation Center 1/25,000 1/35,092 1/25,000
Community Recreation Center 1/50,000 1/46,2942 (R]e/c‘r‘gﬁfr?& 1/50,000
Regional Recreation Center 1/100,000 N/A Senior Centers) 1/100,000
Senior Center N/A 1/84,087 1/100,000
Gymnasium 1/25,000 N/A N/A 1/25,000
Aquatic Center 1/100,000 1/36,415° N/A 1/100,000
Community Pool 1/15,000 1/46,439 1/44,907 1/20,000
Skate Facility 1/60,000 N/A N/A 1/60,000

*Data from the National Recreation & Park Association (NRPA) 2015 Field Report
**Data from the Trust for Public Land (TPL) 2015 City Park Facts
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and calibrated to Yuma’'s needs using a
Community Interest Survey conducted
in 1985. Subsequent updates to the plan
in 1994 and 2006 have adjusted these
standards based on current market and
demographic conditions. This iteration of
the plan refines the standards once again
based on current conditions, as detailed in
Table 3-6.

The overall park standard for the City is one
acre of parkland/open space for each
100 residents, or a ratio of 10 acres/1,000
persons. This is consistent with national and
state averages and has been the standard
in Yuma since the original 1986 plan.

Rationale for Altered Standards

A concerted effort was made to calibrate
the level of service standards to ensure they
reflect the needs of Yuma. A combination
of public input, national and state
averages, and detailed facility usage and
program enrollment dafta were carefully
analyzed fo inform the changes to the
stfandards. Some categories were added,
some deleted, and some standards were
changed. Each change is explained in
detail here.

Community Parks

The standard was adjusted to reflect a
high demand for multi-use, athletic parks in
Yuma.

Linear Parks & Trails

Where previously there was no standard for
this type of park, the standard was added
to reflect the growing national and local
demand for frails, as shown in the public
survey. Trails not only promote healthy living
by encouraging pedestrian and bicyclist
activity, they also provide connectivity
between parks.

Community Performance Theater &
Regional Performing Arts Center

Emphasis on performance theaters and arts
facilities will confinue to be an important
service provided by the Parks & Recreation
Department, as well as a key anchor in the
continued revitalization of downtown. The
previous plan included separate standards
for theaters, performing arts centers, and
visualartsfacilities. Having distinctstandards

for each of these facilities is redundant,
so the standards were consolidated. For
community performance theaters, the
population service size was increased
due to the presence of other theater
facilities in Yuma. Based on enrollment
figures and participation in current theater
programs hosted by the City, the demand
for publicly-owned and operated theater
facilities seems to be met at this fime. A
regional performing arts center is built for
a capacity of 2,500 to 3,500 people and is
infended to attract large touring acts. The
Yuma area has several privately-owned
and operated facilities that can handle
and attract performances of this type,
including the local casinos, the Arizona
Western College, and the fairgrounds.
Yuma currently does not have a facility
to handle a crowd of 5,000 or more, but
this type of facility is being considered as
a programming element in the fairgrounds.
Considering all these factors, demand for
this type of specialized performing arts
facility is being met by the private sector.

Dog Park

Dog parks were added to the list of
standardized facilities as these are one
of the fastest growing types of parks
nationwide. Locally, the one existing dog
park is very popular and there is demand
for more facilities of this type.

Softball Diamonds

The population size was raised slightly to
align with benchmark figures while taking
into account the popularity of softball in
the area. The proposed Pacific Avenue
Athletic Complex is anticipated to meet
demand under the revised standard.

Soccer Fields (Adult/Regulation)

The standard for population size was
raised slightly to align with benchmark
figures. Yuma has an adequate number
of youth/practice soccer fields, but is
lacking somewhat on regulation-size fields
appropriate for adult and tournament

play.

Basketball Courts

The population size was raised slightly to
align with benchmark figures. Demand for
indoor basketball facilities outweighs the
demand for outdoor courts.
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Volleyball Courts

The population size was adjusted to align
with benchmark figures and due to low
demand and use of existing courts.

Exercise Facilities

This standard was adjusted to be more in
line with the standard for community parks,
where a majority of these facilities are
located. Outdoor fitness equipment is very
popular, but the expense limits the number
that can be installed.

Senior Center

The category “senior center” was added
due fo increased interest both nationwide
andincreased demand locally, particularly
by the winter visitor population. A senior
center would not necessarily be a stand-
alone facility, but might have a dedicated

staff and specific programming elements

to address seniors’ recreation needs.

Community Pools

Enrollment data and public survey
indicated demand for another pool facility,
particularly due to the popularity of swim
lessons in the summer. The public survey
also indicated a strong desire for more
pools, both in the summer months as well as
indoor facilities that are open year round.
The standard was raised to align more with
natfional standards, while keeping in mind
that Yuma's weather allows for a longer
swim season than most locales.

Surplus/Deficiency Analysis

Since the 2006 Plan, several parks and
facilities have been built or expanded to
address the level of service deficiencies
identified in that plan. The Yuma Valley

Table 3-7: Surplus/Deficiency Analysis

POPULATION
STANDARD

EXISTING
& FUNDED
FACILITIES

2015
POPULATION

97,543

2020 PROJECTED
POPULATION

105,490

2025 PROJECTED
POPULATION

114,085

2030 PROJECTED
POPULATION

123,379

FACILITIES
NEEDED

SURPLUS/
DEFICIENCY

FACILITIES SURPLUS/
NEEDED DEFICIENCY

FACILITIES SURPLUS/
NEEDED DEFICIENCY

FACILITIES SURPLUS/
NEEDED DEFICIENCY

Acres of Parkland per 1,000 Residents

10/1,000

1,085

975

110

1,055 30 | 1,141 1,234 149

Regional Parks 1/100,000 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Community Parks 1/20,000 5 5 0 5 0 6 -1 6 -1
Neighborhood Parks 1/6,000 16 16 0 18 2 19 -3 21 -5
Linear Parks & Trails 1 mile/2,000 | 19 miles 49 -30 53 -34 57 -38 62 -43

SPECIALIZED FACILITIES

Cultural Center 1/75,000 1 1 0 1 0 2 -1 2 -1
Community Performance Theater 1/100,000 ] 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
Visual Arts Facility 1/75,000 1 1 0 1 0 2 - 2 N
Dog Park 1/75,000 1 1 0 1 0 2 -1 2 -1

RECREATION FACILITIES ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Tennis Court 1/10,000 10 10 0 11 -1 11 -1 12 -2
Softball Diamond 1/5,000 15 20 -5 21 -6 23 -8 25 -10
Baseball Diamond 1/15,000 [ 7 -1 7 -1 8 -2 8 -2
Soccer Fields (Adult/Regulation) 1/15,000 5 7 2 7 2 8 -3 8 -3
Soccer Fields (Youth/Practice) 1/6,000 1