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The Samples for the inorganic analyses are collected in January. 
The Data is received by mid March. 

 
Definitions 

 
Primary Inorganic Chemicals – Are chemicals, mainly metals, that the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has determined can cause health effects if present at the maximum contaminant level (MCL) over a 
period of time. 
 
Secondary Inorganic Chemicals – No standards have been set by the EPA for these chemicals at this 
time.  These are considered to be mainly of esthetic interest and do not present a health concern. 
 
MCL – Maximum Contaminant Level.  The maximum permissible level for a contaminant in water that is 
delivered to any user of a water system. 
 
Contaminant – Any physical, chemical, biological, microbiological or radiological substance or matter in 
water. 
 
MDL – PQL – MRL – RL – Minimum detection level – practical quantitation level – minimum reporting 
level – reporting level.  The lowest measurable quantity of a contaminant that current laboratory 
instruments or technology can measure. 
 
< -- This symbol indicates “less than” the number that appears to the right of it. 
 
ug/L – micrograms per liter or parts per billion (ppb).  Divide by 1000 to convert ug/L to mg/L.   
 
mg/L – milligrams per liter or parts per million (ppm). 
 
ND – Non-detectable.  Rather than claiming a contaminant does not exist or is zero (0), laboratories report 
a contaminant is “non-detectable,” and report the result as less than (<) the reporting level for that 
particular contaminant. 
 
Analysis Method – Are numbers that identify the specific procedure that was used to test for the 
contaminant. 
 
Contaminant Code – Identifies the contaminant with a number, mainly for computer/data tracking by the 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
 
 
  














